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FRIDAY NEWSLETTER 

 

 

     

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

  

We wish you all a very relaxing 
half-term holiday and look forward to 

seeing you again on 
Monday 1 November 2021 
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Best Wishes 

 
COLUM GROGAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Tue 2 Nov 2021 - Class 1 & Class 2 Developing our Knowledge of ‘Rocket Phonics’ (see below) 
Tue 7 Dec 2021 - Whole School Christmas at SCS cancelled – see below 
Mon 25 Apr 2022 - School closed due to Staff Training (see below) 

 

Reception ~ Ronnie 

Year 1 ~ Laila 

Year 2 ~ Florence 

Year 3 ~ Lucie 

Year 4 ~ Oscar  

Year 5 ~ All Year 5 

Year 6 ~ All Year 6 

No award 
this week 

SAVE THE 
DATE 

Please note there may be circumstances in which these dates are subject to 
change. More information will follow at a later date about events listed below: 
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Mon - 
- 

School re-opens at 8.45am for the second half of the autumn term 
LSA AGM in school at 7.00pm – all parents/carers welcome (see below) 

Tue - Class 1 & Class 2 Developing our Knowledge of ‘Rocket Phonics’ 
Thu - Class 3 visit to Eureka! 
Fri - 

- 
- 

Deadline for submitting online consent for the flu vaccination in school 
Bonfire Lunch 
Class 3 swimming lesson 

 
 

 
 

 
 
  

DEADLINES & 
REMINDERS FOR 

w/c 1 November 2021 
 

It would be really helpful if requested reply slips/payments etc. could be 
returned by the stated deadlines to enable us to process the paperwork 
effectively this week. Thank you. 

 



Lothersdale Primary School    Friday Newsletter    Page 4 of 15 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Dear All, 
 
We have reached the end of a half term that in my experience has been one of the hardest in memory; I 
know each and every member of staff has given their all and they all deserve a good break. 
 
It has been great to get back to whole-school assemblies, playtimes and lunchtimes, and the children have 
adapted extremely well to the changed procedures again. But the term has been a little fraught also, as 
Covid-19 cases have appeared across school, in children and in some staff members. 
 
Our staff have worked their hardest, as ever, to help ensure the safety of the children as well as to ensure 
that the highest quality education is offered to them at all times. I have once again been bowled over by 
their commitment and their enthusiasm for their work. 

HEADTEACHER 
UPDATES 

from Mr Grogan 

Please find detailed below Headteacher updates for your information. If 
you have any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact 
the school office. 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
UPDATES 

 

Please find detailed below general updates for your information. If you 
have any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact the 
school office. 

As part of the school’s ongoing safeguarding reviews, we have updated our routines for the start and 
end of the school day, which will come into effect from Monday 1 November 2021 

8.45am From this time, children should enter school via the driveway and the main gate. 
Parents/carers should continue to use the one-way system and exit via the pedestrian 
entrance.  

 Children should make their way straight to their class lines (in front of the small gates 
into the main school entrance) where a staff member will direct them into school to 
wash their hands and begin a quiet morning learning task before register.  All children 
will enter the school building via the main school entrance. 

 It is a parent/carer’s responsibility to ensure a member of staff is on the playground 
prior to leaving their child.  

8.55am All children should be in school by 8.55am ready for registration at 9.00am.  If you 
drop your child off at school after 8.55am, please escort your child onto the school 
premises via the pedestrian gate; take your child to the main entrance and inform 
Mrs Ellison of your child’s arrival so that they can be escorted to their classroom.  
Please ensure that you close/secure all gates behind you when you leave.   

9.00am Morning Registration 

10.15am Whole School Assembly (most mornings) 

10.30am Morning Break 

12.15pm Lunch 

1.15pm Afternoon Registration 

3.15pm School Day Ends – the one-way system is still in operation. Children will leave via the 
main school entrance. Parents/carers can wait at the bottom of the playground at 
3.15pm until a member of staff sees you and can safely handover your child(ren), but 
please remember to be responsible and social distance whilst waiting for your child 
to help protect any vulnerable adults. 

3.20 – 4.30pm Extended Schools Activities take place. 
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This term, the staff in Class 1 and 2 have made huge adjustments to the way they teach phonics and 
reading to the children, and this has increased their workload significantly. The end result of this hard 
work is that they all feel extremely confident using Rocket Phonics, and they can already see the benefits 
it brings to the younger children who are just embarking on their reading journey. I am very grateful to 
all the staff for their efforts and dedications, in particular to Mr Craven and Mrs Bateman. Mr Craven has 
led meetings in school to help parents understand how we teach phonics and how they can help their 
children at home, and he has another event planned for 2nd November which promises to be very 
beneficial to parents, see below. Mrs Bateman has invited parents in to watch her phonics lessons in order 
to model our approach in the hope that parents will feel more confident reading with your children at 
home.  
 
All teachers have opened their doors this half term and invited parents in for curriculum evenings, and I 
am extremely grateful to them for staying late once again and offering you an insight into life in the 
classroom. Please remember, you are free to ask at any time if you’d like help with supporting your 
children’s learning at home. 
 
This week has seen an incredible experience for the children of Class 4 as they have spent the week at 
Humphrey Head on residential. I had the pleasure of spending 2 days and 1 night with the class and it was 
such good fun – the children were so keen to try things out and were not afraid to get wet. I returned 
exhausted as there really is no break when supervising a residential – it is a 24-hour a day responsibility 
as you have to be always alert to any incident. I think we owe a huge debt of thanks to Mrs Fawcett, Mrs 
Hill and to Jenny Smith for giving up an entire week of their lives to help ensure that Class 4 enjoyed an 
experience that will live long in their memories. Sometimes in schools, we just expect that staff will do 
these things, but it really is above and beyond, and I am so grateful to them. 
 
I also extend my gratitude and thanks to all those parents who were involved in the planning and running 
of the Halloween Movie Night. This was another fabulous event which was enjoyed by all the children 
who were able to attend. The event raised a huge amount of money for school, which as I’ve mentioned 
before, in a small school makes a massive difference. The LSA are meeting on the evening of the first 
Monday of next half term and all parents are invited and would be welcome; if you have any spare time, 
or any great ideas for future events, please go along to the meeting in the school at 7pm. 
 
Finally, a big thank you to all those parents who go out of your way to help us deliver a great experience 
to your children. Every minute spent reading with your child, practising times tables, talking about 
spellings and all the other things that we as parents do is time very well spent.  
 
I hope you all enjoy a peaceful and relaxing break with your children. 
 
Best wishes 
Colum Grogan 
 
 
Staffing Update 

Mrs Huddy 
After half-term we are welcoming back Mrs Huddy (formerly Miss Russell), 
following her maternity leave.  Mrs Huddy will be supporting Mr Craven and 
Miss Thompson in Class 2 on a Wednesday and Thursday and Class 3 on a 
Friday afternoon.  She will also continue her role as midday supervisor over 
the lunchtime period.  We are all looking forward to her returning to the 
staff team. 
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Class Structure from November 2021 
 

Class Year Group Teacher Support Staff 

1 Reception Mrs Bateman & Miss Grundy Mrs Gallagher 

2 1 and 2 Mr Craven Miss Thompson & Mrs Huddy (Wed-Fri) 

3 3 and 4 Mrs Knight (Mon-Thu) 

Mr Grogan (Fri am) ~ Mrs Hill (Fri pm) 

Miss Laycock (Mon-Thu) 

4 5 and 6 Mrs Fawcett Mrs Hill & Mrs Binns 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENERAL 
SCHOOL 

UPDATES 
 

Please find detailed below general updates for your information. If you 
have any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact the 
school office. 
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School Term Dates 2021-2022 ~ AMENDED 
Please find attached the revised school term dates for 2021-2022, which have been amended by North 
Yorkshire Country Council to account for the additional bank holiday in June 2022 to celebrate the 
Queen’s Jubilee.  The school has therefore had to identify an alternative staff training date (originally 
scheduled for Tuesday 26 July 2022) and this has now been confirmed as Monday 25 April 2022.  School 
will therefore re-open after the Easter break on Tuesday 26 April 2022. 
 
Whole School Christmas Concert ~ 7 December 2021 
Unfortunately, we have just been informed that we are unable to use the Fells Theatre at South Craven 
School this year for our Christmas Concert.  We are currently looking at alternatives and will inform 
parents/carers as soon as possible. 
 
Extended Schools ~ Autumn Term 2021 Second Half 
FREE Clubs:  the deadline has now passed for booking places on our FREE clubs and to help parents/carers 
plan for the first day back, we list the Monday clubs below. 
  

MONDAY 
Between the Spines 

(Y5,6) 
Soccer Tots 

(R, Y1, 2) 
Woolcraft 

(Y5,6) 
   

Isla P Aravon Joe Courtney 
Jarvis Elliot W John Spencer 

Matilda Frankie C Jude Scarlett 
 George Laila  
 Grae Lily  
 Harry P Peter  
 Harry S Theo  
 Hugo Tommy  
 Henry   
 Jamie   

 
PAID Clubs: the deadline for payment for children taking part in paying clubs is Friday 29 October 2021 
to enable your child to continue with his/her chosen club.  Your child’s name will only be entered on the 
activity lists once payment has been made.  
 
All extended schools’ activities finish on Friday 10 December 2021 and children should be collected from 
school at the normal time of 3.15pm week commencing 13 December 2021.   
 
The activity lists will be available to view on the school website at close of play on Monday 1 November 
2021.  Please note that we are unable to add your child to an activity list once the deadline has passed 
and the lists have been distributed to providers and LOOSC.  It is therefore important that you help us 
to avoid your child missing out on an activity by adhering to the stated 
deadline. 
 
There will be no extended schools’ activities on the following dates: 
Wednesday 17 November 2021 due to Parent Consultations 
Thursday 18 November 2021 due to Parent Consultations 
 
Extended Schools – Pupil Attendance 
It is important that school is made aware of any children not attending an Extended Schools’ Club.  We 
understand that it is not always possible for a child to attend a club after school however please ensure 
you inform the school office so that the absence can be recorded on the club register.  This will help avoid 
any possible safeguarding issues.   
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In addition, a lot of our clubs this half-term have been oversubscribed and it is therefore important that, 
when booked on a club, your child attends every week (unless ill or other extenuating circumstances).  
Unfortunately, a number of children have been attending on an ad-hoc basis when the places could have 
been filled by another child.  Thank you for your support. 
 
Whole School ~ 2021/2022 Nasal Influenza Vaccination Programme 

Please ensure you have submitted your online consent by Friday 5 November 2021 
at the latest to enable your child/children to take part in this year’s influenza 
vaccination programme. The Child Immunisation Team are scheduled to be in school 
on Monday 8 November 2021 at 1pm. Please note they will only vaccinate children 
whose parents/carers have submitted consent via the online portal. 

 
Bonfire Lunch ~ Friday 5 November 2021 
This year’s Bonfire Lunch will take place in school on Friday 5 November 2021.  If your child is currently 
on packed lunches and you have booked a place on the Bonfire Lunch, please ensure payment has been 
made via the Pupils Meals account on ParentPay. 
 
Parent Consultations ~ Wednesday 17 November & Thursday 18 November 2021 

Thank you for returning the Parent Consultation reply forms, which are being 
processed and dates/times allocated accordingly. We still have some 
parents/carers who have not yet returned the form and would urge you to do so 
as soon as possible – the confirmation letters will be sent out w/c 1 November 

2021.  Please note that teaching staff will be in touch with alternative options if you have indicated that 
you are unable to make the dates listed. 

 
LSA Bag2School Collection ~ Monday 15 November 2021 
The next LSA Bag2School Collection will be held on Monday 15 November 2021 ~ please continue to 
collect ‘good quality’ unwanted items over the half-term break for re-use to raise money for school.  
 
Please note that Bag2School will not be issuing their own bags due to Covid restrictions, so please use 
your own bin bag(s).  Remember the more bags you send to school, the more the school will earn! 

 

They accept the following ‘good quality’ items for RE-USE: They DO NOT accept: 

• Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing 
• Paired shoes (tied together/elastic band around) 
• Handbags / hats / bags 
• Scarves and ties 
• Jewellery 
• Lingerie 
• Socks 
• Belts 
• Soft toys 
• Household linen / curtains / towels 
• Household bedding (sheets, pillow cases and duvet covers) 

• Duvets and blankets 
• Pillows and cushions 
• Carpets, rugs and mats (including 

bath, shower and toilet mats) 
• Soiled, painted, ripped or wet 

clothing 
• School uniforms with and without 

logo 
• Corporate clothing and workwear 
• Textile off cuts, yarns or threaded 

material 

  

* Next LSA Meeting ~ Annual General Meeting * 
Monday 1 November 2021 

It’s the LSA Annual General Meeting in school at 7.00pm 
on Monday 1 November 2021.  

We look forward to welcoming all parents/carers new and existing. 
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Thank you, Class 1, for a wonderful start to the new academic year! 
 
The children have made us so proud with their excitement and interest in all we do at school. We have 
had some super highlights that have made the Class 1 team smile including listening to the children 
chatting to each other, caring and sharing.  
 
In the children's bookbags, we have sent home their first learning journeys for you to look at together 
during the holiday. There is also space for you to add your thoughts about your child and their memories 
of our first term together. We really hope you enjoy sharing these special books. Do remember to return 
them to us after the holiday! 
 
It has been our pleasure to welcome you into Class 1 to watch our phonics lessons over the past two 
weeks. We will extend this invitation to you again after half term if you feel you would like further support. 
 
Have a super holiday, see you all again ready for our next half term and the exciting run up to Christmas! 
 
Mrs Bateman, Mrs Gallagher and Miss Grundy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I cannot quite believe we are already at half term. This week we have all continued our work on addition. 
We have looked a lot at number bonds, number fact families and spotting relationships with numbers 
within addition calculations. In year 2, we have begun using A.P.E (answer, prove and explain) to answer 
some tricky reasoning problems.  
 
We have continued to develop and apply our knowledge of noun phrases and expanded noun phrases. 
The children have worked hard to use more interesting adjectives in their writing. We have also begun 
our RE topic looking into Judaism. The children have enjoyed spotting some of the similarities between 
Judaism and Christianity and learning about how Judaism began.  
 
All of Class 2 have worked incredibly hard this half term and have earnt a week off. I hope you all have a 
lovely half term. 
 
 
 
 
 
What a wonderful half term! The children have been a little tired this week but have still worked 
extremely hard and they all deserve a good rest over the half term.  
 
Next half term, we will be starting our science topic and learning about the 
digestive system and our bodies, and we are all looking forward to our school 
trip the first week back after the holiday.  
 
I hope you have a wonderful break, stay safe and enjoy the autumn sunshine.  

CLASS 1 UPDATES 
from 

Mrs Bateman 
 

Please find detailed below Class 1 updates from Mrs Bateman. If you 
have any queries, please contact the school office in the first instance 
(lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk) 

CLASS 2 UPDATES 
from 

Mr Craven 
 

Please find detailed below Class 2 updates from Mr Craven. If you have 
any queries, please contact the school office in the first instance 
(lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk) 
 

CLASS 3 UPDATES 
from 

Mrs Knight & Mr Grogan 
 

Please find detailed below Class 3 updates from Mrs Knight & Mr Grogan. 
If you have any queries, please contact the school office in the first 
instance (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk). 
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Class 3 Visit to Eureka! ~ Thursday 4 November 2021 
We will be spending the day at Eureka! Children’s Museum on Thursday 4 
November 2021.  Children should arrive at school at the normal time.  The 
coach will leave the museum at 2.30pm and it is therefore anticipated the 

children will arrive back at school at approximately 3.30pm. The school will provide text notification 
should there be any delays on the return journey. 
 
Children currently on school dinners will be provided with a packed lunch and those children who bring 
in pack ups should do so as normal (no glass bottles please).  
  
Children should come dressed in full school uniform wearing sturdy sensible school shoes and outerwear 
and footwear appropriate for the weather conditions on the day.   
 
 
  
 
 
The presentation shown at the Curriculum Evening can be accessed on the Class 4 page of the 
website.  Homework has not been set for completion over the half term break; we will start again when 
we return in autumn 2.     
 
Have a fantastic holiday, and we look forward to seeing you on Monday 1st November. 
 
Class 4 Residential Visit 

We welcomed back our Class 4 pupils this afternoon after their week’s 
residential visit to Humphrey Head.   
 
The children have had a fantastic time and we would like to thank Mrs 
Fawcett, Mrs Hill and Mrs Smith (our ex-governor and volunteer), who have 
all given up their time to support the children on this educational visit.  
 

It has been an action packed week where the children have worked together as a team and achieved 
personal challenges ~ we’re very proud of them all.   
 
Photographs of the children have been emailed to parents/carers over the week to keep you up-to-date 
on their activities. Please remember that these photos must not be shared on social media if they include 
other children and their parents’ permission has not been given. 
 
Year 6 Application Form for a Secondary School Place ~ September 2022 
Please remember that the deadline for the submission of application for a secondary school place in 
September 2022 is on Sunday 31 October 2021.  If you have not already completed the online application 
form, please do so as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Y3/4 SCS Football Tournament ~ Wednesday 20 October 2021 
Unfortunately the Y3/4 Football Tournament at South Craven School was 
cancelled due to the poor weather on Wednesday. 

 
 

CLASS 4 UPDATES 
from 

Mrs Fawcett 
 

Please find detailed below Class 4 updates from Mrs Fawcett. If you have 
any queries, please contact the school office in the first instance 
(lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk) 

 

SPORTING 

EVENTS 
 

Please find detailed below information regarding sporting events taking 
place out of school. If you have any queries, please contact the school office. 
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Craven Cross Country Finals ~ Tuesday 9 November 2021 
Information has been emailed out today to the parents/carers of our 
runners ~ Emily, Lucy H, Robyn, Tess, Maisie, Matilda, Reuben, Reece, 
Georgia T, Katie, Betsy and Isla P - who have qualified to represent the 
Craven Schools’ Cluster in the next round at Giggleswick School on Tuesday 
9 November 2021.  Please let the school office know by return if your child 
is unable to take part so that the place can be offered to the next fastest runner in one of the other school 
clusters. 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday News 
Curriculum Evening Updates 

 
 

 
 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

 Morning  Afternoon 

Monday 8.00 - 12.00  2.00 - 4.00 

Tuesday 8.00 - 12.00  2.00 - 4.00 

Wednesday 8.00 - 12.00  2.00 - 4.00 

Thursday 8.00 - 12.00  2.00 - 4.00 

Friday 8.00 - 12.00  2.00 - 4.00 

 
Primary School Admissions ~ September 2022 
Online applications can now be made via the Local Authority for reception places at Lothersdale Primary 
School for September 2022.   The online common application form must be submitted by no later than 
Saturday 15 January 2022.  Letters from North Yorkshire County Council regarding applying for a school 
place have been issued this week to all those families who are on the school’s pre-admissions list for 
September 2022.  If you are the parent/carer of a child, or know of a child, who is eligible to start primary 
school next September and whose name is not on the school’s register of interest, please contact the 
school as soon as possible.   
 
Pre-admissions Register of Interest 
The school Pre-admissions Register of Interest list for a potential reception place at Lothersdale Primary 
School has filled up quickly for next year’s September 2022 admission group.  It is important that 
parents/carers register their interest for a reception place for their child as soon as possible (even if you 
live in the village) to enable us to determine potential numbers and the impact it will have on the future 
school roll.  Please be aware that entering your child’s name on this list does not constitute the offer of a 
Reception place. 
 

 

SCHOOL OFFICE 
INFORMATION 

 

If you have any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact 
the school office on 01535 632510 or via lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
UPDATES 

 

Remember to look on our School Website for further information on what is 
happening around school!  New postings on our website this week are listed 
below: 
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If you have not yet registered your interest for your child on any of the above school lists, please download 
a copy of the school’s register of interest form available from the school website or, alternatively, contact 
Mrs Ellison, in the School Office, via email on lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk as soon as possible for a 
form.   If you have friends or relatives of children who also fall within the above categories, we would be 
grateful if you could pass on this information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Skipton Santa Fun Run ~ Sunday 28 November 2021 
Please click on the link below to find out about this year’s Skipton Santa Fun Run taking place at 11am on 
Sunday 28 November 2021. 
 

What’s it all about - Skipton Santa Fun Run 
The Great Skipton Santa Fun Run is a 5km charity run and walk organised by The Rotary Club of 

Skipton Craven.. Taking place at 1100 on Sunday 28 th November 2021, the run will start and finish 

on Skipton High Street, and is a precursor to the Christmas Lights switch on later on in the day.. 

The run takes place with the support of Skipton Town Council, Craven District Council and Skipton ... 

skiptonsantafunrun.com 

 
 
 
 
 

School Events: 
Sun 31 Oct 2021 - Deadline for online submission of application for a secondary school place for 

September 2022 
Mon 1 Nov 2021 - School re-opens at 9.00am 
Mon 1 Nov 2021 - LSA Annual General Meeting (AGM) in school at 7.00pm 
Thu 4 Nov 2021 - Class 3 visit to Eureka! Children’s Museum 
Fri 5 Nov 2021 - Bonfire Lunch & Dolce Competition 
Mon 8 Nov 2021 - LSA Bonfire Cake Stall 
Mon 8 Nov 2021 - Healthy Child Team ~ Influenza Immunisations 
Tue 9 Nov 2021 - Craven Cluster Cross Country Finals at Giggleswick School (selected pupils) 
Mon 15 Nov 2021 - LSA Bag2School Collection 
Wed 17 Nov 2021 - Parent Consultations – 2.00 to 7.30pm 
Thu 18 Nov 2021 - Parent Consultations – 2.00 to 5.30pm 
Sat 27 Nov 2021 - LSA Christmas Fair 
Tue 7 Dec 2021 - Proposed date for the whole school Christmas Concert (TBC) 
25 to 27 May 2022 - Year 4 residential visit to Eshton Grange 

Community Events: 
Sun 28 Nov 2021 - Skipton Santa Fun Run 

 

DIARY OF 
EVENTS 

 

If you wish to promote a community event in our diary below, please 
contact the school office. Please note there may be circumstances in which 
these dates are subject to change: 
 

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD 

 

We are delighted to be able to promote community events in our Friday News 
that may be of interest to our families and friends. If you would like us to 
promote a local event please pass the details to the school office by 
Wednesday to be included in the Friday News of that week. 
 

mailto:lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk
https://skiptonsantafunrun.com/about/
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Lothersdale Primary School 

ensuring all pupils 

achieve their  

full potential 

~~ 


