SUMMER TERM  ISSUE 40  FRIDAY 17 JULY 2020
WHAT A YEAR!
We wish to thank all parents/carers and children for your support this year ~ it has been
a very strange time for everyone and you have adjusted brilliantly to our home learning
and adapted routines in school. Thank you for helping us to ensure your children’s learning
continued during lockdown and the summer term. The staff are also very grateful for the
gifts that have been sent in ~ they are very much appreciated.
We hope you all have a very happy and enjoyable summer holiday and look forward to
seeing all year groups back in school at the start of the new term on
Tuesday 8 September 2020.

YEAR 6 LEAVERS
19 children in Year 6 are leaving us today:
Alice, Alex, George, Jack, Jacob, Finlay, Daisy, Ben, Bethan, Katie, Logan,
Millie O, Libby, Layla, Millie S, Dominica, Georgia, Freddie and Annie.
WE SEND THEM ALL OUR VERY BEST WISHES FOR THE FUTURE
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Under normal circumstances Wednesday would have been the day when our Year 6 children
would have put on their leavers’ performance for children in school and again at a
Presentation Evening for parents/carers. However, at Lothersdale Primary School there
is always a Plan B and this Wednesday all the attention was still focused on our Year 6
pupils.
The weather dampened the morning’s plans but mid-morning snack was the very popular
raspberry bun and at lunchtime Mrs G prepared their special Leavers’ Lunch ~ burger and
chips! The children were excited that Mrs G had also made two puddings - a Lemon Drizzle
Cake and a Chocolate Sponge - to choose from.
The afternoon kicked off with the première of
their Year 6 end of year play where they were
able to watch the whole of their performance for
the first time. The Year 6s have brought in a
USB pen, onto which the play has been downloaded, so that they will also be able to sit
down with family and friends to watch it together at home.
Next came the presentation of their Leavers’ Gifts and the most exciting part was
receiving their leavers’ hoody! The children were also given:
 a copy of the Leavers’ Year Book 2020
 a Leavers’ Card
 a Leavers’ Scroll
 an Oxford English Dictionary (on behalf of The Raygill Trust)
 a scientific calculator (on behalf of The Raygill Trust)
 a Leavers’ Play ‘Oscar’ Award
 a Leavers’ Poem from Mrs Fawcett and Mrs Hill.
We will all miss you and hope you settle quickly into your new schools in September.
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Year 6 Leavers
July 2020
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
To the following pupils who will be celebrating their
birthdays over the summer holidays:
LAYLA S
HENRY K
KATIE L
ALISON S
JUDE D
PETER W
JACK W
LUCY H

EMILY P
ISAAC C
OLIVER R
CHLOE DR
JASON C
ROBERT R
LIBBY P

We hope you have a lovely day!
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Today we are also saying ‘Goodbye’ to Mrs
Robinson who has been part of Lothersdale
Primary School for 17 years, initially as a class
teacher and, for the last 10 years, as the
Headteacher.
On Thursday morning the Year 6 children presented her with a Lothersdale Legend
certificate and a presentation plate featuring all the children’s names and fingerprints
courtesy of Glenys Persson from Coffee and Clay in Skipton. It was fortunate that,
thanks to Miss Thompson, we managed to complete the fingerprints just before the
enforced school closure so she has a memory of all the children in school. Mrs Robinson
also got to watch the wonderful Year 6 video clip the children had compiled especially for
her.
After school, the staff got together to celebrate her achievements at Lothersdale and to
present Mrs Robinson with her leaving gifts. Thank you to everyone who made a
contribution ~ the response was overwhelming with donations arriving from former pupils’
families, colleagues and former staff, and we were able to send Mrs Robinson off with the
following gifts:
A Lutyens bench engraved with the words ‘Here sits a Lothersdale Legend’
A Kitchen Aid Artisan Stand Mixer
A deluxe Jo Malone candle
A Wine gift box
A Gin gift box
Gardening vouchers
Sophie Allport vouchers
A framed End of Year Report
A framed Lothersdale Legend certificate
The other ‘special gift’ will be delivered to Mrs R as soon as possible!
She was also able to watch the video montage from all the children and this will be
available to view on the school website along with the Year 6 video clip. Thank you to all
the children for producing such wonderful artwork for the montage ~ it looks amazing!
Mrs Robinson has put together a fantastic team of staff under her leadership and we are
all really sorry that she is leaving Lothersdale, but we are pleased that she is still going to
be part of the school via her role as CEO of the Academy Trust.
In her 10 years as Headteacher, Mrs Robinson has made the school even greater and her
reputation as a National Leader in Education is richly deserved. Thank you, Mrs Robinson,
for everything and ‘Good Luck’ in your new role ~ we know you will work as hard at making
YCAT a renowned Academy Trust!
We will all miss you so much.
x The Lothersdale Team x
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Headteacher Updates
from
Mrs Robinson

Please find detailed below headteacher updates for your
information. If you have any queries regarding any of the
content below, please contact the school office.

Dear Parents/Carers
I could never have envisaged that I would be saying goodbye at a time when I’m unable to
see you all and we don’t have all the children in school.
I have been so very, very lucky to have spent 17 years at Lothersdale School, worked with
truly talented people, some who have entered the adventures of retirement, some who
have moved onto pastures new and those I leave behind who are still working away to make
Lothersdale School the best school anyone could wish to be a part of!
I do believe that our children, staff, families, governors and community are very special
and I think that after this length of time I have sufficient knowledge to say it with
complete conviction. The school sadly says good bye to 11 families today as their children
leave Year 6. I am very grateful to you all for your tremendous support over the years and
hope you leave Lothersdale School with as many wonderful memories as I do – you will all
be greatly missed: Goodbye therefore to:
The Barrows family
The Clarkson family
The Frost family
The Hill family
The Kernot family
The Lyell family
The MacNamara family
The Pierson family
The Taylor family
The Walton family
The Woodhead family
A school is only as good as its parts and if those all work together for the good of all, then
whatever happens you know that it is as strong as it can possibly be. There is and will
continue to be a thread of kindness and humanity that runs through the core of our school
and this is not a happy accident. It is part of our shared values and together the staff and
children make this happen. This last few months has been a huge test on so many levels it
would be almost impossible to sum up. The effects we know will linger for a long time but
you can be assured that everything possible will be done to support your children going
forward into the new academic year, not only in terms of learning but also emotionally and
socially.
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I was absolutely overwhelmed yesterday evening when the staff held a leaving event for
me and I realised just what had been going on secretly behind the scenes! The gifts I
have been presented with over the last week have been incredible and I thank you all for
your generosity and kind words – I will cherish them forever. The video message from the
children was amazing and I thank you for your part it helping in its creation – I will need to
watch it again as I had so many tears my vision was very blurry when it was on the big
screen. From the bottom of my heart I thank you all for the thoughtfulness, kindness and
support you have shown to me and I really hope that I will eventually bump into you (once
social distancing is all over of course) and catch up on your latest news.
Leaving is always emotional, particularly if you look upon somewhere as your second home,
but I thank you for having me stay for a while and I know that Lothersdale School and all
the wonderful people who make it what it is will continue to be strong in its commitment to
its children and families. I am privileged to have played a small part in that and will greatly
miss being part of this special place on a day to day basis. I wish Mr Grogan every success
in his new role at Lothersdale School and feel the school is in very safe hands going
forward.
May I wish you a ‘more normal’ summer and I very much hope that you are all able to
experience some time and fun with your families and friends.
Much love and happiness to all.
Jo Robinson

Dear Children
When I knew that I would be leaving Lothersdale School as Headteacher all those months
ago I didn’t expect not to be able to say goodbye to you all in person and give you hugs to
show you how much I care about you all – it really isn’t the way that I would have wanted
leaving this very special school and the people in it to be. Nor would I have wished for so
many of you to have missed this last term in school.
I know that not having all our lovely summer term events has just not been the same but
nobody could’ve helped how the end to this school year has had to be – we will all
remember it for a long time to come . I am sure as you return after the summer holidays
you will settle back quickly into school, enjoy your learning and being with your friends and
catching up. All the staff are really looking forward to the school being back to normal and
having the important people back in-that’s you! All our new starters will be looking forward
to coming into school and getting to know you all, especially their buddies and I know you
will make sure that they all feel very welcome.
If you are a Year 6 leaver, I am so sorry that you have missed out on some of the things
that make it special in this last term but the staff have worked so hard to try to give you
the best alternative and I hope you have really enjoyed it.
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I hope that you can look forward to going to your new schools in September with lots of
happy memories of Lothersdale School; we certainly won’t forget any of you. Take the
important things away with you and remember them with a smile.
Lothersdale School and everybody in it has been a huge part of my life for 17 years. I was
absolutely overwhelmed yesterday evening when I saw the wonderful message that you
have all been part of making for me – I needed a lot of tissues to wipe away my tears as
each and every one of you are important to me. I have received so many thoughtful and
wonderful gifts too – you have all been so kind and generous and I can’t thank you enough.
Thank you for being brilliant and always remember that you can do anything you want to
do, just believe in yourself and go for it.
I know that Mr Grogan and the whole staff team will be there to guide and cherish those
of you who will be at Lothersdale School in September and I know they will continue to do
an amazing job.
I will miss you all so much - if you spot me out and about at some point in the future,
please come and say hello and tell me your news. It will always be lovely to catch up and
hear about what you’re doing. It has been such a great privilege to have been your
Headteacher.
Sending you all lots of love - have a very happy summer with lots of fun and fresh air.
Remember to be kind and thoughtful to others, it is the very best gift you can give to
somebody.
Love
Mrs R xxx
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Please note there may be circumstances in which these dates
are subject to change. More information will follow at a later
date about events listed below:

Save the
date!
Tue 8 Sep 2020
Mon 14 Sep 2020
Tue 15 Sep 2020
Thu 24 Sep 2020
Wed 30 Sep 2020

General
School
Updates

-

School re-opens to all year groups for the autumn term
Extended Schools’ Activities start
Individual School Photographs
LSA Annual General Meeting in school at 7.30pm
Class 4 visit to Murton Park, York

Please find detailed below general updates for your information.
If you have any queries regarding any of the content below,
please contact the school office.

Mr Grogan ~ Video Clip
Mr Grogan has produced a video clip to introduce himself to all the children and this will
be available to view on the school website on Monday 20 July 2020.
Class Emails
Please note that all class emails will be closed down at the end of next week and any
questions or queries for the teaching staff should then be sent via the school office email
(lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).
Parent Information Booklet for full opening in September
Following release of the latest government guidance, our Parent Information Booklet has
now been updated for the full opening of school in September. Please ensure that all
parents/carers are familiar with the adapted routines and new start and finish times for
when we return in September.
Governing Body letter to children
Please find attached end of year letter from the school’s Governing Body.
School Uniform
May we remind parents that traditional black school shoes should be worn by children in
school as part of our School Uniform Policy. Please do not send children in black boots,
trainers, fashion shoes or ballet style shoes as these are not regulated footwear suitable
for everyday school life. We would be grateful if all parents could adhere to our uniform
policy in September and ensure that all their children’s items of clothing are also named.
Cross Country Event ~ South Craven School ~ Wednesday 23 September 2020
The first event on our sporting calendar for the next academic year is the cross country
competition at South Craven School at 4pm. Selected children from Years 3, 4, 5 & 6 will
take part ~ please try and keep running over the summer holidays to prepare for this
event!
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School Games Award
We are pleased to announce that we have, once again, been awarded the School Games
Award for our ongoing commitment and achievement in the School Games
Programme during the autumn and spring terms, and our certificate is
attached to this newsletter for your information.
The School Games Mark is a government led awards scheme that was
launched in 2012 and the aim is to reward schools for their commitment to the
development of competition across their school. Participating in this process is a fantastic
opportunity for schools to evaluate their PE provision and assists them in developing an
action plan for future progress.
Thank you to Mr Craven for leading the school’s sport’s programme and helping us retain
our award.
Summer Reading Challenge
Remember to register your child for this year’s Summer Reading Challenge. You can check
out the website at http://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/. Please also see the poster at
the end of this newsletter for your information.
Extended Schools’ Activities ~ Autumn Term First Half
We are currently working on our Extended Schools’ Activities’ programme for the first
half of the autumn term. It is hoped all activities will start on Monday 14 September
2020. As in all other areas of school, we are working to DfE guidelines and the activities’
programme will be slightly different to enable us to accommodate children in their ‘bubble’
groups. We hope to be able to send out our usual activity sheet towards the end of the
summer term.
Please note that we will not be offering Extended School’s activities for our Reception
children this half-term to give them all time to settle into their new class environment and
school routines.
School Educational Visits ~ Autumn Term
We are in touch with providers of our educational visits including swimming, Class 4 visit to
Murton Park and the Class 4 residential visit to Marrick Priory. At the moment there is
uncertainty surrounding these activities but all the providers we have spoken to are keen
for these activities to resume and have plans and risk assessments in place to support the
new government guidance. We will update you when we return in September.
Lothersdale Out of School Club
The Lothersdale Out of School Club will re-open on Tuesday 8 September
and bookings are now being taken. Please contact the Out of School Club
via email (outofschoolclub@googlemail.com) if you require a place for your
child from September.

Lothersdale Primary School  Friday Newsletter  Page 11 of 23

Lothersdale School Association
The LSA would like to send out a huge thank you to everyone who supported our
fundraising activities in the autumn and spring terms.
Unfortunately the onset of the Coronavirus pandemic and the
enforced school closure prevented us from holding any further events
making the Christmas Fayre the highlight of our fundraising calendar.
We are however very grateful for your support, which allows us to
enhance the children’s learning and school experience in various ways.
We are looking forward to returning to school in September and being able to support the
school with more fundraising events.
This year we are saying ‘goodbye’ to a cohort of parents from Year 6 who have been active
members of the LSA since they arrived at the school (for some it has been 12 years!) and
we will really miss their enthusiasm, support and laughter! Between them all they have
organised Christmas Fayres, Bingo Nights, Magic events, Curry Nights, Wine tasting
evenings, Skipton Town Hall Fayres and Murder Mystery events to name a few! Your
commitment to raising money for the school has been amazing especially as you all have
busy lives with work and young children. There will be a massive gap in September and we
hope that more parents/carers will come forward in the autumn term to fill the big hole
you are all leaving.
We also say ‘goodbye’ to our Chair and Treasurer (Laura and Rachel) who are both standing
down this year and will relinquish their roles on the committee after the AGM in the
autumn term.
All that remains to be said is another big thank you! Have a lovely summer holiday! We look
forward to seeing you at the AGM on Thursday 24 September 2020.
The Lothersdale School Association


Handmade Face Masks
If anybody would like a handmade face mask you can get one from Sally Woodhead by
contacting her via email:
sallywoodhead@hotmail.com
All she asks is that you give a small donation towards the ‘This is
Luke’ Just Giving page via the link below in return for a mask.
Sally will post or deliver the mask to you.
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/john-firth?utm_term=mX282g89Q
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Class 1 Updates
from
Mrs Bateman

Please find detailed below Class 1 updates from Mrs Bateman.
If you have any queries, please contact the school office in the
first instance (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

Wow – where has the time gone? It really doesn’t seem a year since they were all just
starting out at Lothersdale School - and none of us expected the year to pan out as it has!
Thank you for your kind comments about the work packs during lockdown…together we
have really taught the children well and you have been able to see the fabulous learning
that we enjoy being part of every day.

But one thing we did know was that this
group of children would be a delight to
teach and be superstars at school. It has
been a real pleasure teaching this lovely
bunch. They keep us smiling that’s for
sure and they are now ready for the
exciting learning ahead of them in Class
2.
This week we have helped with surprises and cards for Mrs Robinson – the children
impressed her with a demonstration of some very groovy dancing!
We have had PE sessions and a nature trail
in the park (thankfully in dry weather) and
we used these opportunities to remember
the very important road safety message we
all learnt earlier in the year!
STOP, LOOK, LISTEN THINK…is it safe to
cross?
Thank you for all the kind cards and gifts we received this week. All the staff in the Class
1 team are very grateful and it is much appreciated.
Please stay safe over the summer holiday!
Love from
x Mrs Bateman, Mrs Gallagher & Mrs Binns x
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Class 2 Updates
from
Mr Craven

Please find detailed below Class 2 updates from Mr Craven.
If you have any queries, please contact the school office in
the first instance (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).
.

Dear Class 2,
What a strange year it has been! I cannot believe it is the summer holidays already but I
think we are all ready for it!
First of all I have to say well done. All of you have been amazing all year and especially
over the past few months when things have been so different. You have all worked so hard
at home, kept up your enthusiasm and done Lothersdale School very proud.
It has been lovely to have a lot of the Year 1's back in school and we have had lots of fun
doing all of our work but we have missed not having the rest of you here with us. Year 2, it
was brilliant to see you on our Thursday afternoons. I shall miss you all but know you will
all make the jump to Class 3 successfully and show Miss Gallagher how amazing you all are.
You have all been given a little summer work pack which you can dip into whenever you have
some spare time and would like to. Anything you do will benefit you in September. The
most important thing as always is reading. Please continue to use the online reading
resources to continue regular reading at home.
I hope you all have a brilliant summer and I look forward to hearing about all of the fun
things you have done.
x Mr Craven, Miss Thompson and Miss Laycock x

Class 3 Updates
from Miss Gallagher
& Mrs Daniell

Please find detailed below Class 3 updates from Miss
Gallagher & Mrs Daniell. If you have any queries, please
contact
the
school
office
in
the
first
instance
(lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

Au revoir to the wonderful
Year 4s who I will sadly
miss next year. You are all
amazing and I am so proud
of all of you. I have missed
you so so much but will look
forward to seeing you
around school when it is
safe to do so. Enjoy your
summer break and come back to school refreshed and relaxed with your brains prepared
for a fantastic year with Mrs Fawcett and Mr Grogan.
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Year 3s, I will be so excited to see you again in September. You will have all grown so much
that I will hardly recognise you! Are you ready to be year 4s? You will have to set the high
expectations of behaviour that we like to see in Class 3 but I know you will all be amazing.
I can't wait to see your smiley faces every morning. I hope you all have a wonderful
summer holiday. Relax and come back ready to learn!
See you all very soon.
Love from
x Miss Gallagher, Mrs Daniell & Miss Russell x

A huge well done to all the key worker's children as they have all settled into the new
routines of school really well. It has been wonderful to see a mixture of year groups every
day and testing my knowledge of a range of topics including British Monarchs and Ancient
Greeks to Air resistance and gravity. It has been a fun 7 weeks and I will miss you all
when you move into your own bubbles come September. Thank you for working so so hard
and being amazing.
Love and miss you all,
x Miss Gallagher & Miss Russell x
Class 4 Updates
from
Mrs Fawcett

Please find detailed below Class 4 updates from Mrs Fawcett.
If you have any queries, please contact the school office in the
first instance (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).
.

What a fantastic last week of term it’s been! We have rounded off our primary school
maths and English learning and have worked hard on our watercolour painting skills too.
We had a fabulous afternoon on Wednesday, watching the recording of our Leavers’
production and the presentation of our Leavers’ bags. It will be lovely for family members
to have a leisurely read through the Year Six School memories and scrolls and reminisce
about such happy and memorable times. Thank you to the Raygill trust for buying each of
the leavers a scientific calculator and dictionary in preparation for the transition to
secondary school; this is very kind and much appreciated by all children.
We continued our leavers’ celebrations on Thursday morning, having lots of laughter and
tears whilst watching the Powerpoint detailing the Year Six’s journey through school.
Clearly, the children loved to dress up and approached every challenge with huge smiles on
their faces! They have all certainly had lots of fun and amazing experiences every step of
the way!
As always, Gerry was incredibly impressed with our approach in PE, and for once, we were
lucky enough to see the sunshine during our lesson!
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We wish both the ‘old Years 5 and 6s’ a fantastic summer holiday, and we look forward to
welcoming the ‘new Year 5s and 6s’ back in September!
All the very best of luck to the outgoing Year Six; you have worked your socks off and
have been an amazing year group to teach. Take good care, work hard and remember to
keep in touch with us here at Lothersdale School. Enjoy the summer break!

Love from
x Mrs Fawcett and Mrs Hill x

Our budding
Year 5 chefs!
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Remember to look on our School Website for further information on
what is happening around school! New postings on our website this
week are listed below:

School Website
Updates


Friday News

If you have any queries regarding any of content below, please
contact the school office via email: lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk
or telephone: 01535 632510 Opt 4.

School Office
Updates

Class Structure from September 2020
Class
1

Year Group
Reception

2
3

1 and 2
3 and 4

4

5 and 6

Teacher
Mrs Bateman
Mr Craven
Miss Gallagher (Mon-Thu)
Mrs Daniell (Fri)
Mrs Fawcett

Support Staff
Mrs Gallagher
Miss Thompson and Miss Laycock
Miss Russell and Mrs Binns
Mrs Hill

Student Placement
Miss Shortreed will be joining us in September on a student teaching placement for the
next academic year and will be supporting Mr Craven in Class 2.
Additional Teaching
Mrs Turvey will continue to teach music to all classes in school on a Tuesday.
Mr Harrison (Gerry) will continue to teach PE in all classes on a Thursday and Friday.
Leah Stubbington will be in school on Tuesday afternoons to teach PE.
Mr Grogan will be supporting teaching arrangements in Class 4.
End of the School Year ~ Payments
It is extremely important that all ParentPay accounts are up-to-date, and a zero or
credit balance remains on accounts. This is particularly important if your child is in
Year 6 and leaving school. Mrs Ellison will be carrying out an end of year return on
ParentPay next week and we would be grateful if parents/carers could support her by
settling their school meal accounts by today, Friday 17 July 2020, at the latest.
School Meal Menu
The menu for the first half of the Autumn Term is attached to this newsletter for your
information. Please note that Dolce, our catering company, are still working under COVID
restrictions and therefore a reduced menu is still in place. They hope to return to a full
menu after the October half-term.
School Meal Payments for Children in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6
The cost of a school meal from September 2020 will increase to £2.44 per meal for
children in Class 3 and Class 4. Please note the following:
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School meals must be paid for in advance. ParentPay automatically generates a list of
outstanding dinner money each week and reminder letters will be issued to
parents/carers accordingly. Please help us keep administrative time and costs to a
minimum by ensuring your child’s meal account is kept up-to-date.
For parents/carers who wish to pay weekly the cost will be £12.20 per child.
For parents/carers who wish to pay up to half-term (Friday 23 October 2020) the cost
will be £82.96.*
For parents/carers who wish to pay for the full term (up to and including Friday 18
December 2020) the cost will be £168.36.*

*please remember to deduct/adjust for pupil illness, educational visits etc., when making

payments over the year.

Friday Meals (for those pupils who have packed lunches)
If you have informed school that your child would like to have a school meal on Fridays
during the autumn term, the cost will be £34.16 via ParentPay. If you wish to pay this
amount in full, please pay via the Pupil Meals Service of your ParentPay account.
Alternatively, you can pay weekly but note that payment must be made in advance.
ParentPay payments for the new academic year
Please note that ParentPay end of year will take place over the next two weeks and the
switch over to the new academic year will be at the beginning of September. Extended
Schools Activities will be input onto ParentPay over the holidays.
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Lothersdale Primary School

ensuring all pupils
achieve their
full potential
~~

Lothersdale Primary School
Lothersdale
North Yorkshire
BD20 8HB
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