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To the following pupils who have celebrated their 

birthdays this week and we’ve missed singing for: 
 

ELIZABETH 

DOMINICA 
 

We hope you had a lovely day! 

VE DAY CELEBRATIONS 

 8 MAY 2020 



Lothersdale Primary School    Friday Newsletter    Page 2 of 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents 

I really hope everyone enjoyed the beautiful weather over the bank holiday weekend and 

any VE Day celebrations that you held as a family last Friday. Thank you for all the lovely 

photographs we have received over the last two weeks of the children enjoying making 

bunting and pictures in preparation for VE day or enjoying cakes and picnics on the day – I 

really enjoyed seeing them all. 

 

As I thought when I sent my letter to parents/carers on Wednesday about the phased 

reopening of schools from 1 June, there are still changes being made to the government’s 

requirements of schools and also the guidance being given to them. These ongoing 

discussions and changes are focused on the arrangements for the individual year groups 

that have been highlighted as the first priority to return to school, on ways to keep all 

staff and children in school as safe as possible and also about the scientific evidence that 

supports the safe reopening of schools to more children. 

 

It is therefore important to note that regarding the school’s proposed phased plans for 

reopening nothing can be fully confirmed and relied upon and as soon as we have received 

final confirmation of arrangements I shall let you know. 

 

Sending my very best wishes to all families! 

x Mrs Robinson x 

 

Spellzone Online Spelling Resource 

We are writing to let you know that following our staff training and initial feedback from 

parents, Lothersdale Primary School has decided to sign up all children to the Spellzone 

programme.  The scheme baselines each child, identifies gaps in their spelling knowledge 

and sets a course pathway appropriate to their individual needs.  This will run alongside 

the teacher set statutory spelling patterns assigned to each year group.   

 

If you did not enrol your child when this opportunity was highlighted in Issue 28 

(28.04.2020) of the Friday News, then please can you sign them up using the link below; 

this is valid until 21/5/2020.  Those children who are already signed up and are using 

Spellzone may continue to work on this programme as they have been doing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headteacher Updates  

from 

Mrs Robinson 
 

Please find detailed below headteacher updates for your 

information. If you have any queries regarding any of the 

content below, please contact the school office. 
 

TO SIGN UP 
Copy and paste the link: 

spellzone.com/invite/code-5LGB8C 
or navigate to 

spellzone.com/invite and input the code 5LGB8C 
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Blue Tits Update 

 

Mrs Bateman has named our Blue Tit mum, Patricia, and she is currently looking after 6 

chicks in her nest (there may be more but we have counted 6!).  She is a good little mum, 

flying in and out of the nest to feed her little family and we look forward to watching 

them grow over the next week. 

 

Reading Books 

Please continue with structured reading at home as follows: 

 

Class 1, Class 2 and Class 3 

 ‘Oxford Owls E-Books’ are in line with the reading 

schemes that the children follow in school and 

parents can keep selecting books at the correct 

reading level.  Please contact the class teachers 

through the class emails if you need any support 

with this programme, 

Class 4  

Children in Year 5 and Year 6 should continue to 

access the Reading Plus programme to maintain 

progress and improvement in their reading skills. 
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Dear Class 1 

Hello again, I hope you are all feeling healthy and happy! You have been sending us some 

great photos this week and lots have been about the ‘healthy choices’ work I set for you. 

There are some great ideas about how to keep your minds, bodies and hearts happy!  

Thank you Lily, Penny, Aravon and Oliver. 

 

Maisie has impressed mummy by trying really hard with her money maths – well done! She 

also painted a beautiful poster to remind us all to stay safe and well.  Evelyn has been on a 

nature walk with her big sister. Buttercups really make me smile too. Look what Aravon 

found on her walk! 

Class 1 Updates 

from 

Mrs Bateman 
 

If you need to contact Mrs Bateman regarding any of the 

work contained in your child’s work pack, please email her via 

lothclass1@ycatschools.co.uk 
 

mailto:lothclass1@ycatschools.co.uk
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Mrs Bateman and Mrs Gallagher ~ Nature Watch! 

This week at school we were thrilled to see the house martins which 

are nesting under the eaves. They were busily flying over the fields 

and whizzing in and out of their nests. Can you believe that they have 

flown to Lothersdale ALL the way from Africa where they have spent 

the winter!  Follow my link to find out more about these wonderful 

little birds and listen to their chirpy call. It just shows that you are 

never too small to do amazing things! 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/house-martin/ 

 

When we see the house martins at school we share one of 

my favourite stories together. It’s called Follow the 

Swallow and is written by Julia Donaldson. Swallows have 

also travelled all the way from Africa and they look very 

similar to our house martins.  If you would like to hear the 

story being read click on the link. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6E2rE0YKBA        

 

 

We were also thrilled to watch nest-cam at school and see the progress of Patricia the 

blue tit and her tiny chicks. She looks like a super mum! 

 

Love from  

x Mrs Bateman and Mrs Gallagher x 

 

 

  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/house-martin/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6E2rE0YKBA
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Dear Class 2 

 

I really hope you are all continuing to stay safe and 

enjoying being at home. Once again I have received lots 

of brilliant pictures of all of your hard work. It is great 

to see that you are all working hard and often with a big 

smile on your face. Keep it up! 

 

Lots of money work this week which I hope you are 

enjoying. I have seen lots of pictures of homemade shops 

which is a great idea. I'm sure you will now all be able to 

work out how many chocolate bars you can buy for me 

with your pocket money when we return to school! 

 

I hope you are managing to enjoy time outside in the sun 

and continuing to look after your seeds. 

Hopefully you will start to see some shoots 

soon if not already! 

 

I have been working hard this week to 

prepare more work for you all for after the 

half term and continuing to do lots of cycling 

in the sun! Remember to keep smiling and have 

lots of fun. 

 

 

 

Love from 

x Mr Craven, Miss Thompson and Miss Laycock x 

Class 2 Updates 

from  

Mr Craven  
 

If you need to contact Mr Craven regarding any of the work 

contained in your child’s work pack, please email him via 

lothclass2@ycatschools.co.uk 
 

mailto:lothclass2@ycatschools.co.uk
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Hello Class 3 

 

Another week has gone by and I'm missing you all so much. 

Even though it's not been as warm and sunny this week I hope 

you've managed to get outside and enjoy some time together 

as a family. I've really enjoyed going on walks before our tea 

with Evie. We've been out exploring a lot of local walks near 

our house.  

 

This week you 

will have 

continued with 

your Anglo Saxon history work and I've 

loved seeing your photos. Please remember 

to send them in so I can see how you are 

getting on. Spencer made a brilliant Anglo 

Saxon Information Leaflet, Ernie drew an 

amazing picture of Thor and Betsy has 

made a wonderful shield. Let me know if 

you've found out any fascinating facts 

you've really enjoyed about this 

history topic.  

 

If you have found any useful 

websites that you've enjoyed looking 

at as well to help with your home 

learning, please will you let me know 

through the class email page and I 

will share with other parents too. I 

hope you managed to use the 

PowerPoints on the school website 

to help you this week. Did you find 

them useful?  

 

We can't wait to see you all when it's safe to do so. 

 

Take care 

x Miss Gallagher, Mrs Daniell, Miss Russell and Mrs Binns x 

 

  

Class 3 Updates 

from Miss Gallagher  

& Mrs Daniell  
 

If you need to contact Mrs Gallagher or Mrs Daniell regarding 

any of the work contained in your child’s work pack, please 

email them via lothclass3@ycatschools.co.uk 
 

mailto:lothclass3@ycatschools.co.uk
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Another week gone, and here we are at the end of the penultimate week of summer 1!   

 

We hope you and your families are all well and you have enjoyed your home learning this 

week.  It has been lovely to receive your emails again and to keep abreast of what you are 

all doing.  We are really missing you all!  

 

This week, Year Five have continued to work on mental maths, consolidating multiples, 

Roman Numerals and dividing by 8 facts, before moving onto new learning, focusing on 

fractions, percentages and decimals.   Year Six have continued to work on arithmetic skills 

and have then learnt more about angles: calculating angles in a triangle, vertically opposite 

angles and missing exterior angles.    

 

In English, both Years Five and Six have continued to focus on vocabulary definitions and 

key word spellings.  They have also read more of our class text Wonder, their focus this 

week being to re-write part of the text as a play script and to act this out with members 

of their family.  Remember to send through the clips when they are complete.   

Class 4 Updates 

from 

Mrs Fawcett 
 

If you need to contact Mrs Fawcett regarding any of the work 

contained in your child’s work pack, please email her via 

lothclass4@ycatschools.co.uk 
 

mailto:lothclass4@ycatschools.co.uk
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Libby wrote an excellent script which she and her mum delivered with confidence at the 

kitchen table; we were very impressed with them both!   

 

The art project, collage work leading to a study of Beatriz Milhazes and South American 

art work has continued, our focus this week being on creating artwork using circles and 

segments and manipulating paper by twisting, curling, folding and coiling, considering 

shape, pattern and texture.  We have been very impressed with your creativity and thank 

you very much for sending through photographs of your fantastic pieces of artwork. 

 

Spelling tests continue to be taken on Purple Mash with good results; just remember to 

check if a ‘redo’ has been set for you to have another go at the words you found 

challenging.  The branching database work is progressing well, with many people scoring 

full marks on the Alien quiz.  

 

Please note than when you log into Reading Plus next week, your first task will be to 

complete the end of term assessment which will highlight the progress you have made in 

reading so far this year.  
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Remember, this task takes a little longer than a normal reading session, and you will need 

to be somewhere quiet where you are able to fully concentrate ~ maybe you have 

headphones which you can wear as you do in school.   

 

Keep up your admirable work ethic and determination to succeed.  We are all very proud of 

you and trust that you are trying as hard for your mum and dad as you do for Mrs Hill and 

me in school!     

  

Anyway, take good care of each other and have a lovely weekend; we are missing you all 

and hope to see you very soon! 

 

Love from 

x Mrs Fawcett and Mrs Hill x 

 

 

Year 6 Transition 

Several local Secondary Schools have been in touch with us regarding this year’s Year 6 

transition and have confirmed they are currently working on the transition plans.  We will 

pass on this information to parents/carers as soon as we know how they intend to do this. 

 

Reverend Thomas’s ‘Thoughts and Reflections’ for the Week 

We list below this week’s thoughts and reflections from Reverend Thomas. Please have a 

listen – we hope you like them. 

 

Houses 

https://youtu.be/kL_eln3x3WY 

 

People 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrMUhf9nn7w 

  

https://youtu.be/kL_eln3x3WY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrMUhf9nn7w
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Year 4 ~ Eshton Grange Residential 

Sadly, due to the government guidance confirming school is not going to be fully 

operational for some time, we have made the 

very difficult decision to cancel this year’s 

residential visit to Eshton Grange on 3 June 

2020.  We have tried very hard to explore 

alternative dates but unfortunately this has 

not been possible.  We have now started the 

process to refund all those parents/carers who 

have made a payment towards this visit and 

school will refund your ParentPay account as 

soon as we have been given the authority to do so by ParentPay.  

 

Pre-admissions Register of Interest List 

The school Pre-admissions Register of Interest List for a potential reception place at 

Lothersdale Primary School has filled up quickly for next year’s September 2021 

admission group.  It is important that parents/carers register their interest for a 

reception place for their child as soon as possible (even if you live in the village) to enable 

us to determine potential numbers and the impact it will have on the future school roll.  

Please be aware that entering your child’s name on this list does not constitute the offer 

of a Reception place. 

 

Admission 

Year 

Entry 

Date 

Date of  

Birth Range 

No. of Places 

Available 

Registrations of Interest 

Received to Date 

     

2021/2022 Sept 2021 1.9.2016 to 31.8.2017 15 12 

2022/2023 Sept 2022 1.9.2017 to 31.8.2018 15 (TBC) 7 

2023/2024 Sept 2023 1.9.2018 to 31.8.2019 15 (TBC) 1 

2024/2025 Sept 2024 1.9.2019 to 31.8.2020 15 (TBC) 1 

 

If you have not yet registered your interest for your child on any of the above school 

lists, please download a copy of the school’s register of interest form available from the 

school website or, alternatively, contact Mrs Ellison, in the School Office, via email on 

lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk as soon as possible for a form.   

 

 

 

 

 

 Friday News 

  

School Website 

Updates 
 

Remember to look on our School Website for further information on 

what is happening around school!  New postings on our website this 

week are listed below: 

 

School Office 

Information 
 

School contact during enforced closure 

If you wish to contact the school please email via the office email 

address (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk) 
 

mailto:lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk
mailto:lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk
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Lothersdale Primary School 

ensuring all pupils 

achieve their 

full potential 

~~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Lothersdale Primary School 

Lothersdale 

North Yorkshire 

BD20 8HB 


