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VE DAY - 8 MAY 1945 

Friday 8 May, marks 75 years since the end of World War Two in Europe when guns fell 

silent and fighting against Nazi Germany came to an end.  Millions of people took to the 

streets to celebrate peace, mourn loved ones and hope for the future. Today gives us an 

opportunity to think about the enormous sacrifice, courage and determination of people 

from all walks of life who saw us through this dark and terrifying period.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have looked back in our school log book for 1945 and it says: 

‘Victory in Europe ~ 2 day’s holiday!’ 

School was closed on 8 and 9 May 1945 for the celebrations. 

 

Sadly, due to the coronavirus restrictions, we have been unable to mark the occasion in 

school, to share our pride in our country and honour the men and women of WW2.  

 
You have, however, done some amazing work at home this week and our VE Day gallery 

looks wonderful. A lot of effort has been put into your VE Day party celebrations at home 

~ we hope you all have a wonderful weekend! 

 
 

Making bunting 
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Making a Poppy Wreath 
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Katie Lyell’s  

Butterfly buns and 

cakes are being sent 

out with lots more 

baking by volunteers 

to 300 pensioners for 

a special  

VE celebration 

afternoon tea. 



Lothersdale Primary School    Friday Newsletter    Page 4 of 17 
  



Lothersdale Primary School    Friday Newsletter    Page 5 of 17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Children 

The last few weeks have been a very strange time for us all but I am sure like me and all 

the other staff at school you have been keeping busy with your schoolwork. I have had to 

get used to having lots more telephone conversations, sending and receiving more emails 

and using video conferencing to have meetings – I really don’t like seeing myself on the 

screen! 
 

All the staff at school are missing you very much so I gave them a special homework task 

this week and the result is a wonderful video montage for you to watch!  Thank you to all 

the staff for taking part and especially Miss Gallagher for her wonderful editing skills in 

putting together this fantastic video message for you all. Click on the link below or, 

alternatively, you can view on the school website by going to the noticeboard or latest 

news.  We hope you enjoy it.  

 
https://youtu.be/D5_cEI5q09E 

 

We have been so lucky to have so much sunshine throughout our weeks of being at home 

which I think has certainly helped everybody to feel better. I hope that you are able to 

either go out in the garden or go for a daily walk or bike ride and I know many of you have 

been doing the daily workout with Joe Wicks as well.  

Headteacher Updates  

from 

Mrs Robinson 
 

Please find detailed below headteacher updates for your 

information. If you have any queries regarding any of the 

content below, please contact the school office. 
 

To the following pupils who have celebrated their 

birthdays this week and we’ve missed singing for: 
 

MOLLIE 

SAM H 
 

We hope you had a lovely day! 

https://youtu.be/D5_cEI5q09E
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I hope that you have enjoyed spending more time with your families and maybe doing some 

fun things you might normally not have as much time for. I hope that you are helping out at 

home as well, because whoever is looking after you at home will have a lot to do too and 

many of your parents will be busy working from home, just like the school staff and I are 

doing. Remember to be kind and thoughtful to everybody. When we are all spending so 

much more time indoors so it is even more important to think about how all your family are 

feeling and to understand if people want a little bit of time to themselves to be quiet or to 

complete some of their work.  

My next door neighbour John has to stay at home 

and keep extra safe at these times and so to help 

him out I am taking his dog Maisie for a long walk 

every night. I’ve always wanted a dog, but 

because Mr Robinson and I have long days at 

work we have always felt that it wouldn’t be fair 

for a dog to be at home all day by itself without 

us. So this feels to be a very special period of 

time that we wouldn’t usually get to have. I am 

also very lucky to have my two sons at home with 

me too, who are 19 and 21 years old. Every night 

they join me for my dog walk and I love us all 

being together (without either of them 

distracted by their mobile phones!) chatting and 

playing with Maisie, who has a lot of energy and needs a lot of sticks throwing for her, as 

we walk and talk for over an hour. We’ve all fallen in love with Maisie – and I know that 

helping John has helped us too!  

 

I know that many of you will be missing seeing your grandparents, aunties and uncles, close 

family friends and school friends too, and we are all so lucky that we are able to use social 

media like Facetime, Zoom or WhatsApp safely to keep us in touch. We have to do this to 

keep everyone safe. My mum lives in the same village as me and is having to self-isolate to 

keep safe. I see her and talk to her through the window and I get her shopping and drop 

that off on her doorstep regularly but I’m really missing being able to go into her house 

and give her a big hug – hopefully it will not be too long before we can all see the other 

special people in our lives in person and give them big hugs again. 

 

I know that you are enjoying the work your teachers are sending you and I know a few of 

you whose parents are key workers are doing the work in school. I think it is so important 

that we clap on a Thursday night and include in our thoughts all those people who are going 

out and doing jobs every day to help others, as well as all the NHS staff who are doing 

such an amazing job. A very big thank you to them and to you, for doing the right thing and 

helping by staying inside at the moment. 

 

Please stay safe, look after each other, be kind and have fun too! 

Miss you all  Lots of love 

x Mrs R x 
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Dear Parents 

 

Thank you once again for your ongoing support during this difficult time for us all. With 

the VE day celebrations today it reminds us that the sacrifices we all have to make at this 

time are bearable and that we will all bounce back as best we can when it is the right time 

to do so. 

 

With the next major Government announcement due on Sunday, I will update you as soon 

as I can, once the implications for schools are clear. Following extensive discussions this 

week about possible reopening scenarios I am expecting to receive guidance from the DfE 

and our academy trust, YCAT, on Monday and will communicate information with you once 

it is clear and I have had chance to process it for Lothersdale School. This information 

will also include school decisions on planned activities after half term such as the Year 4 

Eshton Grange visit.  

 

There has been so much speculation in the media this week which makes it very difficult 

to know what the Government’s decision will be but please be reassured that the 

Governors and I will plan and prepare for a possible school reopening thoughtfully and 

carefully.  

 

Sending my very best wishes to all families 

Have a happy and joyful bank holiday weekend! 

 

x Mrs Robinson x 
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Reading Books 

Please continue with structured reading at home as follows: 

 

Class 1, Class 2 and Class 3 

 ‘Oxford Owls E-Books’ are in line with the reading 

schemes that the children follow in school and 

parents can keep selecting books at the correct 

reading level.  Please contact the class teachers 

through the class emails if you need any support 

with this programme, 

Class 4  

Children in Year 5 and Year 6 should continue to 

access the Reading Plus programme to maintain 

progress and improvement in their reading skills. 

 
 

North Yorkshire Sport - Virtual Challenge 

Welcome to the North Yorkshire School Games Virtual Challenge hosted by Teddy the 

Terrier. The virtual challenge is an activity that you can do in your home, yard or garden 

and gives you the chance to achieve your personal best 

and compete against other children from all across the 

county of North Yorkshire. 

 

The activities are open to all children aged 5-16. Please 

follow the link below and start getting active: 

 

https://www.northyorkshiresport.co.uk/virtual 

 
 

Donations of Old Bedding 

Remember if you can donate any old bedding (cotton or poly 

cotton), any design just not too worn, then please contact Sally 

on 07732 031407. 

 

She will be using them to make hats and bags for Airedale 

Hospital. 

 

Many thanks for your support.  

https://www.northyorkshiresport.co.uk/virtual
https://www.northyorkshiresport.co.uk/virtual
https://www.northyorkshiresport.co.uk/virtual
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Dear Class 1 

 

Hello again, Mrs Gallagher and I hope you are all safe and well, and that you’re still 

enjoying our work packs. The photographs we’ve received this week have really made us 

smile!  

 

I have been really pleased when the sun has shined this week – it has cheered me up! From 

my back garden I can see the fields and up to the moors. Through my binoculars I have 

spotted some interesting wildlife. Do you know what I’ve seen? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Gallagher has a question for you too. 

 

She took this lovely photograph. Are the baby swans called 

goslings, ducklings, cygnets or chicks? 

 

That’s right - they are beautiful, fluffy cygnets. 

 

 

Look at some of the things Class 1 have been doing this week! Wow  

 

 

Class 1 Updates 

from 

Mrs Bateman 
 

If you need to contact Mrs Bateman regarding any of the 

work contained in your child’s work pack, please email her via 

lothclass1@ycatschools.co.uk 
 

Roe deer, stoat, hare, 

calf, frog, baby elephant 

– tee hee – and lambs 

mailto:lothclass1@ycatschools.co.uk
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Keep up the great work! 

 

Love from  

 

x Mrs Bateman and Mrs Gallagher x 
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Dear Class 2 

 

Having made the most of being child free for the first few weeks, I must admit I am 

missing you all now! I continue to receive lots of fantastic updates of all the brilliant work 

and fun activities you are doing at home. I can see all of you are working very hard so keep 

it up – I’m very proud of you!  

 

 

I have seen more pictures this week of some very creative and carefully thought out 

lighthouses, all of which are very impressive - much better than I could have done! I must 

give a special mention to William Smith who made the first ever ‘edible’ lighthouse, 

complete with meringue rocks at the bottom! I'm so impressed by the number of you who 

included a real light at the top of your lighthouses too, well done! 

 

This week you have all begun your topic work looking at all of the wonderful wildlife found 

outside and in your gardens. I have seen pictures of tree hunts and beautifully designed 

gardens with lots of colourful flowers. I hope you are all remembering to water your 

sunflower seeds. They should be getting lots of lovely sunshine and warmth meaning they 

will be beginning to grow under the soil. I wonder who will see the first shoots appear?! 

 

Continue to work hard for mum and dad, they are trying their best but we know they have 

a tough task of living up to the brilliance of Miss Thompson, Miss Laycock and myself!  

 

Keep working hard and staying safe and I hope to see you all soon. 

 

Love from 

x Mr Craven, Miss Thompson and Miss Laycock x 

 

  

Class 2 Updates 

from  

Mr Craven  
 

If you need to contact Mr Craven regarding any of the work 

contained in your child’s work pack, please email him via 

lothclass2@ycatschools.co.uk 
 

William’sslighthouse 

mailto:lothclass2@ycatschools.co.uk
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Hello Class 3 

 

So it's been 7 weeks since lockdown was announced. That's nearly 5 weeks of home 

learning and 7 weeks that I haven't seen you. I'm missing you all so much but it's 

wonderful to keep in touch with what you’ve been up to recently through photos and 

emails.  

 

Thank you for continuing to send photos of your work in or for asking questions. This week 

is the start if your new history topic - The Anglo Saxons. You all know how much I love 

history so I hope you're enjoying the new topic. I wish I could be teaching you in the 

classroom.  

 

I am so excited that some of you have been using computers a lot more and are developing 

your typing skills further at home. A special mention must go to Isla P, Teagan and 

Courtney who have all sent me some work that they've completed on a laptop. It's great to 

see what you've been doing.  

 

As Friday is VE day, I hope you manage to make a 'piece for peace' square and we'll sew 

them together when we all return to school. Remember the instructions for the project 

are on the school website on each class page.  

 

I hope to see you all soon but for now stay safe and enjoy the sunshine when you can.  

 

Take care 

x Miss Gallagher, Mrs Daniell, Miss Russell and Mrs Binns x 

 

  

Class 3 Updates 

from Miss Gallagher  

& Mrs Daniell  
 

If you need to contact Mrs Gallagher or Mrs Daniell regarding 

any of the work contained in your child’s work pack, please 

email them via lothclass3@ycatschools.co.uk 
 

NIAMH 

C 

mailto:lothclass3@ycatschools.co.uk
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Hello everyone, we hope you have had another great week of home learning and are all 

keeping well ~ it’s lovely to see the return of the 

sun shine!  Thank you for sending in the emails 

with your news; it’s great to speak to you to 

catch up with your school work but also to have a 

little ‘chit chat’ about the other things you have 

been doing too.   We are really missing you all!  

 

This week, Year Five have continued to focus on 

mental maths work, consolidating square 

numbers, perimeter and dividing by 7 facts, 

before moving onto new learning, in which they 

have studied rounding decimals, ordering and 

comparing decimals and work on percentages.   

Year Six have continued to work on arithmetic 

skills and have completed units on scale factors, 

ratio and proportion, measuring with a protractor 

and angles.   

 

In English, both Years Five and Six have read 

more of our class text Wonder, and in line with 

August’s learning in school, their focus has been 

to research the Sumerians, an ancient civilization 

who located themselves in the southernmost part 

of Mesopotamia, between the Tigris and 

Euphrates rivers.  An explanatory piece has 

followed this research, and we look forward to 

reading your writing.  

 

PowerPoints linked to our science topic have 

continued to come in this week ~ all very well 

presented with well-chosen images, cohesively 

linked information and each one being very 

informative.  Freddie surprised me by recording 

a voice over and explaining his research to me; 

once I had worked out how it operated, I 

thoroughly enjoyed listening to his explanations; 

it was like being in the classroom again!     

 

The art project, collage work leading to a study 

of Beatriz Milhazes and South American art 

work is now underway, and I have had positive feedback about this creative task.   

Class 4 Updates 

from 

Mrs Fawcett 
 

If you need to contact Mrs Fawcett regarding any of the work 

contained in your child’s work pack, please email her via 

lothclass4@ycatschools.co.uk 
 

Joseph W 

The start of Jack’s art project 

mailto:lothclass4@ycatschools.co.uk
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This week, children have delved into the history of collage, studying the work of famous 

artists before producing their first piece of art work.   

 

We look forward to seeing 

photographs of your 

masterpieces as this topic 

progresses.    

 

Purple Mash is up and 

running and it is great to 

see that many of the class 

have completed their weekly spelling tests on this platform with great results.   

 

Likewise, work on the branching databases is in progress, initial tasks being completed 

well.     

 

Libby P Millie S 

Katie’s chipped a bone in 

her foot! 

Rose H Layla Freddie 

Margot 

Alice W Bethan 
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Keep up the excellent standard of work you are completing at home; we understand that it 

is very different to normal circumstances and are very proud of you all for showing such 

determination and resilience, in addition to maintaining the high standards you know we 

would insist upon if we were peeping over your shoulders in the classroom!   

 

Have a great bank holiday weekend and enjoy any VE day celebrations you may have 

planned with your family.  Take good care of each other; we are missing you and hope to 

see you all very soon! 

 

Love from 

x Mrs Fawcett and Mrs Hill x 

 

 

Reverend Thomas’s ‘Thoughts and Reflections’ for the Week 

We list below this week’s thoughts and reflections from Reverend Thomas. Please have a 

listen – we hope you like them. 

 

Trees     

https://youtu.be/xLncjLE61MU 

 

Revenge 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTkAoGcGEK4&feature=youtu.be 

  

https://youtu.be/xLncjLE61MU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RTkAoGcGEK4&feature=youtu.be
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Year 6 Leavers ~ Scrolls 

Please remember the deadline for returning Year 6 Leaver Scroll sheets was yesterday, 

Thursday 7 May 2020, and we have a few scroll sheets outstanding.  Please complete and 

send in by Monday 11 May 2020 if you have not yet had chance to complete and return.  

Many thanks. 

 

Pre-admissions Register of Interest List 

The school Pre-admissions Register of Interest List for a potential reception place at 

Lothersdale Primary School has filled up quickly for next year’s September 2021 

admission group.  It is important that parents/carers register their interest for a 

reception place for their child as soon as possible (even if you live in the village) to enable 

us to determine potential numbers and the impact it will have on the future school roll.  

Please be aware that entering your child’s name on this list does not constitute the offer 

of a Reception place. 

 

Admission 

Year 

Entry 

Date 

Date of  

Birth Range 

No. of Places 

Available 

Registrations of Interest 

Received to Date 

     

2021/2022 Sept 2021 1.9.2016 to 31.8.2017 15 11 

2022/2023 Sept 2022 1.9.2017 to 31.8.2018 15 (TBC) 7 

2023/2024 Sept 2023 1.9.2018 to 31.8.2019 15 (TBC) 1 

2024/2025 Sept 2024 1.9.2019 to 31.8.2020 15 (TBC) 1 

 

If you have not yet registered your interest for your child on any of the above school 

lists, please download a copy of the school’s register of interest form available from the 

school website or, alternatively, contact Mrs Ellison, in the School Office, via email on 

lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk as soon as possible for a form.   

 

 

 

 

 

 Friday News 

 To all the children at Lothersdale School – we miss you! Video message. 

  

School Website 

Updates 
 

Remember to look on our School Website for further information on 

what is happening around school!  New postings on our website this 

week are listed below: 

 

School Office 

Information 
 

School contact during enforced closure 

If you wish to contact the school please email via the office email 

address (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk) 
 

mailto:lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk
mailto:lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk
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Lothersdale Primary School 

ensuring all pupils 

achieve their 

full potential 

~~ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Lothersdale Primary School 

Lothersdale 

North Yorkshire 

BD20 8HB 


