FRIDAY NEWSLETTER
SUMMER TERM  ISSUE 26  FRIDAY 16 APRIL 2021

Reception ~ Bonnie
Year 1 ~ Penny
Year 2 ~ Jack W
Year 3 ~ Tess
Year 4 ~ Niamh
Year 5 ~ Oscar

MILLIE

Year 6 ~ Jason

Health & Safety Updates
Picking Up and Dropping Off ~ Before and After School Sessions
Please note that Catch Up Booster sessions/Reading Plus sessions and Extended Schools’ Activities are
now taking place before and after school and we remind parents/carers that health and safety protocols
are still in place when arriving at/picking up from school earlier or later than normal.
Parents/Carers/Pupils must not access the school site before the session time and must ensure they are
vigilant when accessing the playground at 8.20 am as staff may still be driving on to the school site.
Parents/carers must continue to use the one-way system and ensure their children are standing on the
class footprints at 8.20am, when a member of staff will come and let them in to school. Please wait at
the main school gate and ensure social distance at the end of the afternoon session when waiting to
collect your child(ren). We thank you for your support in helping us to comply with the school’s health
and safety procedures.
COVID-19 Restrictions in England ~ Step 2 Roadmap
Please remember the country is still under lockdown regulations (Step 2 of the Roadmap out of Lockdown
~ please see the attached government poster for your information) and, despite the easing of some
restrictions, many restrictions remain in place; outdoor gatherings must still be limited to 6 people or 2
households, for example, and people cannot socialise/stay overnight indoors with anyone they do not
live with or have not formed a support bubble with.
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We therefore cannot stress enough the importance of ensuring that children continue to avoid close
contact with children from other ‘bubbles’ and that parents/carers maintain social distance before and
after leaving the school site. COVID-19 is still a huge risk and we need to continue to try and avoid any
outbreaks in school. Thank you for supporting the school in this matter.

Food Allergy Warning
Please remember Lothersdale Primary School
is a Nut Free Zone

Save the
Date!

Thu 20 May 2021
Thu 20 May 2021
Fri 21 May 2021
Mon 7 Jun 2021
Tue 8 Jun 2021
Tue 8 Jun 2021
Tue 15 Jun 2021
Tue 22 Jun 2021
Tue 29 Jun 2021
Tue 29 Jun 2021
Wed 30 Jun 2021
Thu 1 Jul 2021
Thu 1 Jul 2021
Fri 2 Jul 2021
Mon 5 Jul 2021
Tue 6 Jul 2021
Tue 6 Jul 2021
Tue 6 Jul 2021
Thu 8 Jul 2021
Thu 8 Jul 2021
Tue 13 Jul 2021
Tue 13 Jul 2021
Thu 15 Jul 2021
Fri 16 Jul 2021
Fri 16 Jul 2021
Tue 20 Jul 2021
Tue 20 Jul 2021
Wed 21 Jul 2021
Wed 21 Jul 2021
Thu 22 Jul 2021
Fri 23 Jul 2021

*Please note that these events have been planned in accordance with the current
published steps of the government’s roadmap out of lockdown, indicating that all
lockdown restrictions will cease from 21 June 2021. These events therefore may not
go ahead as planned if government guidance changes.
-

Teddy Bear’s Picnic Lunch
Class 1 Church Visit
Last Class 3 swimming lesson this term
School closed for Staff Training
School re-opens after the half-term break
New Reception class weekly transition visit (Lothersdale Park) – Group A (WK1)
New Reception class weekly transition visit (Lothersdale Park) – Group B (WK2)
New Reception class weekly transition visit (in school) (WK3)*
New Reception class weekly transition visit (in school) (WK4)*
New Reception Parents’ Welcome Evening in school at 7.00pm*
Year 5 Day at South Craven School (TBC)*
Wimbledon Lunch
Year 5 Open Evening at South Craven School (September 2022 intake) (TBC)*
KS2 Sporting Extravaganza at Sandylands Sports Centre
South Craven School – Year 6 Induction Day 1 (TBC)*
South Craven School – Year 6 Induction Day 2 (TBC)*
New Reception class weekly transition visit (in school) (WK5)*
New Reception Parents’ Welcome Evening in school at 7.00pm*
Sports Day ~ 1.30pm*
LSA Summer Fair ~ 3.15pm (following on from Sports Day)*
New Reception/Parents’ Lunch at 12.00pm*
New Reception class weekly transition visit (in school) (WK6)*
Reserve Sports Day at 1.30pm*
All Extended Schools’ Activities finish today
All Booster Catch Up Sessions / Reading Plus finish today
Year 6 Leavers’ Concert Dress Rehearsal at 2.00pm*
Year 6 Leavers’ Concert and Presentation at 7.00pm*
Class 1 & Class 2 Leavers’ Disco ~ 6.00pm to 7.15pm (with Year 6)*
Class 3 & Class 4 Leavers’ Disco ~ 7.30pm to 8.45pm*
Year 6 Leavers’ Lunch
School breaks up for the summer at 3.15pm
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Deadlines & Reminders for
w/c 19 April 2021
Mon
Tue

Wed
Fri

-

It would be really helpful if requested reply slips/payments etc.
could be returned by the stated deadlines to enable us to
process the paperwork effectively this week. Thank you.

Class 1 & Class 2 Tennis Sessions with Skipton Tennis Centre
Class 4 Reading Plus at 8.20am
LSA Bag2School Collection ~ please leave bags in the Parent Shelter before 9.30am
Class 3 & Class 4 Tag Rugby Sessions with Wharfedale Rugby Club
Wellbeing Wednesday
Class 4 Reading Plus at 8.20am
Class 3 swimming lesson at Craven Pool

BOOSTER CATCH UP SESSIONS ~ w/c 19 April 2021
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Y1 Fabulous Phonics
Y1 Fabulous Phonics
Y3 Once Upon a Picture
8.20 to 9.00am
8.20 to 9.00am
3.10 to 3.45pm
Y2 Roaring Reading
Y3 Rewarding Reading
Y4 Roaring Reasoning
8.20 to 8.50am
8.20 to 8.50am
8.30 to 9.00am
Y3 Amazing Arithmetic
Y4 Super Spellers
Y5 Wonderful Writing
8.20 to 8.50am
8.30 to 9.00am
8.20 to 8.50am
Y4 Clever Calculations
3.10 to 3.45pm
Y5 Marvellous Maths
8.20 to 8.50am
Y6 Glorious Grammar/
Radical Reading
3.15 to 4.00pm

EXTENDED SCHOOL’S ACTIVITIES ~ w/c 19 April 2021
MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

Tennis
3.05 to 4.05pm

Get Groovy
3.00 to 4.00pm

Drama Y1/2
3.15 to 4.15pm

Gardening
3.15 to 4.15pm

Football
3.10 to 4.10pm

Drama Y5/6
3.15 to 4.15pm

STEM
3.15 to 4.15pm
Supersports
3.15 to 4.15pm

Please do not come onto the school playground - the member of staff/activity provider
will unlock the main gate and bring the children out at the end of each session to
ensure a safe handover to parents/carers.
Please remember to wear a face mask on the school playground and keep your
distance.
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Headteacher Updates
From Mr Grogan

Please find detailed below Headteacher updates for your information. If
you have any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact
the school office.

We have all enjoyed a thoroughly lovely first week of summer term! The sun has shone, the children have
laughed and played, and the water has flowed freely from the taps!
In the last Friday News, I predicted a fabulous summer term, and it has certainly started in a fabulous
way. Let’s hope it continues and nothing unforeseen gets in the way of the children’s learning for the rest
of the year. It both inspires and impresses me each time your children return from absences from school
- be that holidays or lockdowns or sudden closures - because they do so with such enthusiasm and joy.
This week, our IT support company have loaned us a new set of wireless access points to see if that irons
out the remaining issues we have been having with Wi-Fi and computers. I’m very grateful to Schools ICT
for the loan, and I’m confident that they will significantly improve our access in school. This week, the
teachers and I spent a staff meeting looking at the computing curriculum and preparing to re-introduce
the subject to the children. In the coming weeks, the children will have lots of hands-on experience with
our fabulous new laptops, which I’m sure they will all enjoy; they will also learn loads whilst they are doing
it.
The laptops purchase was made possible by funding kindly donated by the Village Trust and by our own
parents’ group, the LSA. We really are extremely grateful for these kind donations.
We also recently bought resources for a STEM club, which I am running in Class 4, with money from the
LSA, and I am also ordering a new whole-school reading scheme of brand new books, which is also is being
funded by a donation from the LSA. The reading scheme has a really wide selection of books to suit all
reading ages, from Reception class up to Class 4 – there really is something for everyone. Watch out in
weeks to come for the new books appearing in your child’s book bag. The younger children’s books are
specifically matched to the phonics phases and should be fully de-codable for your child as they learn the
different phases of phonics. We want to give all the children the best possible start in their reading
journey and also provide stimulating and enjoyable reading material as they grow in age and confidence.
I cannot stress enough just how important these additional funds are to our school, and again I’d like to
thank all parents/carers who have contributed to fundraising events run by the LSA in the past and
especially to those parents/carers who give up their time to help out. Being in a small school has
absolutely masses of benefits for the children and staff, and we wouldn’t have it any other way; however,
small school = small budget, so additional revenue streams are essential in order for us to provide a truly
outstanding experience for the children. Hopefully, as restrictions are lifted further, we will be able to put
on more events and really kick-start the LSA’s fundraising once again.
If anyone has thoughts or ideas about fundraising, the LSA are always open to suggestions and are very
welcoming of new members. If you would like to contact the LSA, please email lsalothersdale@gmail.com
or talk to Laura Sykes on the playground.
Have a lovely weekend in the sunshine.
With very best wishes

COLUM GROGAN
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General
School
Updates

Please find detailed below general updates for your information. If you have
any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact the school
office.

Decorated Egg Competition ~ Winners
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PE Kit ~ Summer Term
Now that the majority of our PE sessions are spent outdoors, it would also be beneficial if all children
(Class 1 to Class 4) have a pair of trainers for these sessions. Black pumps are ideal for indoor use but not
supportive enough for running and high impact PE sessions. Please make sure that all items of clothing
and footwear are named. The class PE schedules are listed in the class pages below, but there may also
be other times when classes are taken out for ad-hoc PE sessions and it is therefore important that full
PE kit should be in school every day during the summer term.
Bag2School Collection ~ Tuesday 20 April 2021
The next Bag2School Collection will be held next Tuesday, 20 April 2021 ~
remember to bring in ‘good quality’ unwanted items for re-use to raise money for
school. Please note that Bag2School will not be issuing their own bags this time
due to COVID restrictions, so please use your own bin bag(s). We have attached
their flyer to the back of this newsletter ~ remember the more bags you send to
school, the more the school will earn!
They accept the following ‘good quality’ items for RE-USE:
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing
Paired shoes (tied together/elastic band around)
Handbags / hats / bags
Scarves and ties
Jewellery
Lingerie
Socks
Belts
Soft toys
Household linen / curtains / towels
Household bedding (sheets, pillow cases and duvet
covers)

Class 1 Updates
from
Mrs Bateman

They DO NOT accept:
X
X
X
X
X
X
X

Duvets and blankets
Pillows and cushions
Carpets, rugs and mats (including
bath, shower and toilet mats)
Soiled, painted, ripped or wet
clothing
School uniforms with and without
logo
Corporate clothing and workwear
Textile off cuts, yarns or threaded
material

Please find detailed below Class 1 updates from Mrs Bateman. If you have
any queries, please contact the school office in the first instance
(lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

What a super week! From a snowy start to beautiful sunshine, we have enjoyed brilliant spring weather.
We have begun our life cycles topic and Class 1 have been busy outside learning about our new tadpole
family. We also welcomed 5 tiny caterpillars, who are already growing and are VERY hungry!
We learnt about the spring Hindu festival of Holi and how Sumedh and his family celebrate. Lots of Class
1 enjoyed dancing to Indian music too.
Paws, our class big bear, joined us for Going on a Bear Hunt. We acted the story outside and inside and
then all wrote our own versions for a class big book.
Well done Class 1, we are really impressed with your effort and enjoyment of learning!
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Class 1 PE Lessons ~ Summer Term
Our PE lessons for this term will be:
Monday - Tennis with Skipton Tennis Centre
Friday - Multiskills with Gerry
Class Topic Areas for the Summer Term Curriculum
The curriculum topics for Class 1 this term are as follows:
Fairy tales and traditional tales, seasonal changes for spring (with a focus on life cycles and the wild birds
and plants we can see), the Hindu Festival of Holi and the Muslim Celebration of Eid. Towards the end of
the half term, we will set up a toy museum and discuss family history and chronology using the vocabulary
of past and present.
Class 2 Updates
from
Mr Craven

Please find detailed below Class 2 updates from Mr Craven. If you have any
queries, please contact the school office in the first instance
(lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

Class 2 have had a fantastic first week back. The children have loved being back with their friends enjoying
the sunshine that we have had this week.
Everyone has been working really hard to complete our Where The Wild Things Are stories with our new
characters. We have all had lots of laugh out loud moments at some of the stories! We have been working
hard to make sure our handwriting is as neat as possible. It was a tough decision, but Maisie won our first
Handwriter of the Week competition. Well done.
We are having a big push on reading and next week we are going to begin a Class 2 reading challenge for
all the children.
Class 2 PE Lessons ~ Summer Term
Our PE lessons for this term will be:
Monday - Tennis with Skipton Tennis Centre
Thursday - Multiskills with Gerry
Class Topic Areas for the Summer Term Curriculum
The curriculum topics for Class 2 this term are as follows:
Art: Henri Rousseau
Local History
Living things and their habitats
Class 3 Updates
from
Miss Gallagher & Mrs Daniell

Please find detailed below Class 3 updates from Miss Gallagher & Mrs
Daniell. If you have any queries, please contact the school office in the
first instance (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

The sun has been shining and has set us up for a great first week back at school. Class 3 have come back
to school with a mature manner (and a couple of sleepy eyes). This week the children have loved delving
into our new English focus area of narrative poetry. Class 3 is full of budding actors who have been
using intonation and volume when reading the poems aloud. It is truly wonderful to hear. Please have a
look at the website to see some of the videos from this week's poetry readings.
This week the children have also started to learn about the Prehistoric Period (The Stone Age, Bronze Age
and Iron Age) as part of this term’s British history topic – they can't wait for the next lesson to find out
more! Have a wonderful weekend. Miss G and the Class 3 team
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Class 3 PE Lessons ~ Summer Term
Our PE lessons for this term will be:
Tuesday - Tag Rugby with Hedley
Friday - Swimming
Class Topic Areas for the Summer Term Curriculum
The curriculum topics for Class 3 this term are as follows:
History – Stone Age to Iron Age
Art – working with textiles to recreate a Lowry picture
DT – constructing a wooden maze
Science – looking at plants and all living things.
Class 4 Updates
from
Mrs Fawcett

Please find detailed below Class 4 updates from Mrs Fawcett. If you have
any queries, please contact the school office in the first instance
(lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

The children have returned to school with a fantastic attitude and have been raring to go! Year 5 have
continued their fraction work, and Year 6 have solved problems involving measures before moving to
area and perimeter work.
We have started to read our new class text in English; the children have really enjoyed the opening
chapters and have posed excellent probing questions. Grammar work this week has involved learning
how to use the active and passive voice in our writing. Following revision of human and physical features,
our geography topic, is underway.
Have a great weekend and we’ll see you on Monday,
Class 4 PE Lessons ~ Summer Term
Our PE lessons for this term will be:
Tuesday - Tag Rugby with Hedley
Friday - Cricket with Gerry
Class Topic Areas for the Summer Term Curriculum
Geography – Mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes
History – Who were the Romans?
Science – All living things and their habitats
Art – An artist study of David Hockney
School Office
Information

If you have any queries regarding any of content below, please contact the
school office (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

Lost Property
We currently have a lot of unnamed school uniform/PE kit in school, which causes problems when trying
to identify items and return them to the rightful owner. Could all parents/carers please ensure that all
clothing/footwear is clearly named to help staff and to avoid clothing ending up unclaimed in lost
property. Many thanks for your help.
Pupils on Packed Lunches
May we remind parents to ensure their child’s pack up is clearly named and that you give the school office
at least two week’s term time notice if your child would like to switch to school meals or vice versa. Many
thanks.
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School Meals ~ Class 3 and Class 4
The cost of school meals for children in Class 3 and Class 4 from 12 April 2021 will continue to be £2.44
per meal (£12.20 per week) for all children.
For parents/carers who wish to pay up to the end of term (Friday 23 July 2021), the cost will be £165.92
per child payable via ParentPay.
For parents/carers who wish to pay up to the end of half-term (Friday 28 May 2021), the cost will be
£82.96 per child payable via ParentPay.
Alternatively, parents/carers can pay weekly in advance (£12.20) via ParentPay. Please note that school
meals must be paid for in advance and we would also ask parents/carers to refer to the school’s School
Meals’ Arrears Procedure (available to view on the school website) to ensure that you are familiar with
the school’s course of action should you find yourselves falling behind with payments.
Please check your ParentPay accounts for credits/outstanding payments (eg illness, educational visits
etc) and adjust your child's account accordingly when paying the above.
Eligibility for Free School Meals
Now that the new academic year has started, may we remind parents that free school meals are available
for children whose parents meet the relevant criteria. If you are in receipt of one or more of the following
benefits and think you may qualify, please either ask Mrs Ellison for an application form or use the
application form available via www.northyorks.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
The relevant criteria is based on receipt of:
• income support
• income-based job seeker's allowance
• income-related employment and support allowance
• child tax credit with an income of less than £16,190 and not in receipt of working tax credit
• support under part VI of the immigration and asylum act 1999
• guarantee element of state pension credit.
Where parents are entitled to working tax credit during a four week "run on" period immediately after
their employment has ceased, or after they have started to work less than 16 hours per week, their
children are entitled to free school meals.
Children who receive income support or income based jobseeker's allowance in their own right are also
entitled to free school meals.
Applications are usually processed the same day. If your child is entitled to free school meals you will
receive a letter confirming the date when the meals will start. The school is also notified that your child
is entitled to free school meals. In the meantime, you should continue to pay for free school meals until
confirmation comes through. School may be able to arrange a reimbursement of any monies paid whilst
your entitlement is being confirmed. If you are not entitled to free school meals you will be notified in
writing.
School Contact Information
Please remember that if you wish to contact a member of staff or have a concern/general query, you can
email us via lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk and your message will be passed on to the appropriate
member of staff or dealt with accordingly. You can also use the contact form available on the school
website.
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Pupil Medical Information
It is important that school is kept updated regarding any changes to your child’s health. Please inform the
school office as soon as possible if your child’s medical details change to enable us to keep our records
up-to-date.
Lothersdale Primary School Nominated Charity
Please remember that school is raising money for Manorlands this academic
year and repeat payments can be made via your ParentPay account. Thank
you for your continued support.
School Website
Updates

Remember to look on our School Website for further information on what is
happening around school! New postings on our website this week are listed below:

Friday News
Summer Term First Half ~ Extended Schools’ Activity Lists

We are delighted to be able to promote community events in our Friday News that
may be of interest to our families and friends. If you would like us to promote a
local event please pass the details to the school office by Wednesday to be
included in the Friday News of that week.

Community
Noticeboard

Skipton Tennis Centre Holiday Camps ~ Summer 2021
Please click on the link below to view the dates for the Spring Bank and Summer
Holiday Camps taking place at Skipton Tennis Centre, for your information.
https://www.skiptontennis.com/index.php/holiday-camps/

Cla

If you wish to promote a community event in our diary below, please contact
the school office. Please note there may be circumstances in which these dates
are subject to change:

Diary of
Events

School Events:
Tue 20 Apr 2021
Mon 3 May 2021
Wed 19 May 2021
Wed 26 May 2021
Wed 26 May 2021
Thu 27 May 2021
Thu 27 May 2021
Fri 28 May 2021
Fri 28 May 2021
Fri 28 May 2021

-

Bag2School collection in the Parent Shelter ~ by 9.30am
School closed for May Day Bank Holiday
Class Photos and Year 6 Leavers’ Photos
Year 6 Bikeability – Day 1
Year 4 Eshton Grange Residential – Day 1 (TBC)
Year 6 Bikeability – Day 2
Year 4 Eshton Grange Residential – Day 2 (TBC)
Year 4 Eshton Grange Residential – Day 3 (TBC)
Deadline for entries for Ilkley Literature Festival Children’s Poetry Competition
School breaks up at 3.15pm for May half-term

Community Events:
-
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Lothersdale Primary School

ensuring all pupils
achieve their
full potential
~~

Lothersdale Primary School
Lothersdale
North Yorkshire
BD20 8HB
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