FRIDAY NEWSLETTER
SPRING TERM  ISSUE 23  FRIDAY 12 MARCH 2021

Reception ~ All Pupils
Year 1 ~ Evelyn
Year 2 ~ Lucy H

Year 3 ~ All Pupils
Year 4 ~ All Pupils
Year 5 ~ Charlotte

LANA

Year 6 ~ Rose

It’s a

Girl
Congratulations to Mrs Huddy (Miss Russell)
on the safe arrival of her baby girl.
Baby Sydney was born on Tuesday 9 March 2021 and we send our best
wishes to all the family at this wonderful news and look forward to seeing
her soon when she comes to collect big brother, Alfie, from school.
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Health & Safety Update!
Letter from NYCC Public Health ~ Twice Weekly COVID-19 Home Testing
A letter from NYCC Public Health has been emailed to all parents/carers today regarding the introduction
of twice weekly home testing for COVID-19 for all members of households living with
primary and secondary school age children as well as college students.
Please take the time to read the letter which also explains how to access the home test
kits and we thank you for playing your part in helping to reduce the spread of COVID-19 across North
Yorkshire. A copy of the letter is also attached to this newsletter.
Picking Up and Dropping Off ~ Before and After School Sessions
Please note that Catch Up Booster sessions and Reading Plus sessions are now taking place before and
after school and we remind parents/carers that health and safety protocols are still in place when arriving
at/picking up from school earlier or later than normal. Parents/Carers/Pupils must not access the school
site before the session time and must ensure they are vigilant when accessing the playground at 8.20 am
as staff may still be driving on to the school site. Parents/carers must continue to use the one-way system
and ensure their children are standing on the class footprints at 8.20am, when a member of staff will
come and let them in to school. Please wait at the main school gate and ensure social distance at the end
of the afternoon session when waiting to collect your child(ren). We thank you for your support in helping
us to comply with the school’s health and safety procedures.
Cases of COVID-19 in schools and Social Distancing
Please remember the country is still under lockdown regulations and
we cannot stress enough the importance of ensuring that children
avoid close contact with children from other ‘bubble’ groups (unless
from the same household or bubble) and that parents/carers maintain
social distance before and after leaving the school site. Several
schools in the area have already had to self-isolate classes/years groups and return to home learning since
the full re-opening of schools this week and we would like to avoid this scenario at all costs. Thank you
for continuing to support the school in this matter.

Food Allergy Warning
Please remember Lothersdale Primary School is a Nut Free Zone

Please note there may be circumstances in which these dates are subject to
change. More information will follow at a later date about events listed below:

Save the
Date!
Wed 24 Mar 21
Thu 25 Mar 21
Fri 26 Mar 21

-

SCS Zoom meeting for parents of students due to start in September (see below)
Easter Lunch (see below)
Decorated Egg Competition (see below)
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Deadlines & Reminders for
w/c 15 March 2021
Tue

Wed Fri
-

It would be really helpful if requested reply slips/payments etc.
could be returned by the stated deadlines to enable us to
process the paperwork effectively this week. Thank you.

Class 4 Reading Plus at 8.20am (see below)
Class 3 & Class 4 Tag Rugby Sessions with Hedley
Wellbeing Wednesday
Deadline to book an Easter Lunch (pupils on pack ups)
Comic Relief Red Nose Day ~ NON-UNIFORM DAY ~ wear something red
Deadline for bringing in Joke Posters for Comic Relief Red Nose Day
Class 4 Reading Plus at 8.20am (see below)
Class 3 swimming lesson at Craven Pool
Monday

Wednesday

Thursday

Y1 Fabulous Phonics
8.20 to 9.00am
Y2 Roaring Reading
8.20 to 8.50am
Y3 Amazing Arithmetic
8.20 to 8.50am
Y4 Clever Calculations
3.10 to 3.45pm
Y5 Marvellous Maths
8.20 to 8.50am
Y6 Glorious Grammar/
Radical Reading
3.15 to 4.00pm

Y1 Fabulous Phonics
8.20 to 9.00am
Y3 Rewarding Reading
8.20 to 8.50am
Y4 Super Spellers
8.30 to 9.00am

Y3 Once Upon a Picture
3.10 to 3.45pm
Y4 Roaring Reasoning
8.30 to 9.00am
Y5 Wonderful Writing
8.20 to 8.50am

Headteacher Updates
From Mr Grogan

Please find detailed below Headteacher updates for your information. If
you have any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact
the school office.

Dear Parents/Carers
We have had a wonderful week in school, and it has been so good to welcome back all the lovely children
of our community.
We started the week with a bang by dressing up for World Book Day and the smiles on the faces of the
children made all the effort worthwhile, thank you to
all those parents who went out of their way to prepare
or provide costumes for the children; thanks also to the
wonderful staff who also made the effort to make the
day extra special for the children.
The primary focus this week has been on ensuring that
the children are feeling happy and confident about
being back in school. I'm pleased to say that everyone
seems to be delighted to be back and all the children
seem to have settled into the school routine very
quickly.

Lothersdale Primary School  Friday Newsletter  Page 3 of 19

This week, we have been able to put our new laptops to the test. We recently took delivery of 34 new
touch-screen laptops which were finally delivered during
lockdown in February. We have had a couple of technical teething
issues and have had engineers on site for the last two days, but
we are confident now that everything is working as it should be.
The internal network has now been assessed as being strong
enough to support the new laptops and, if the wind is blowing in
the right direction down the valley, the internet connection is also
of sufficient speed to enable 34 consecutive browsing sessions.
I would like to express our gratitude to the Parish Trust as well as to our own parents' group, the LSA each of these groups have provided grants to school which have enabled us to buy this equipment for the
children. We will now be able to use technology much more effectively to support the children's learning
and to deliver the computing curriculum.
This morning, Class 4 were engrossed in a Reading Plus task on the new laptops; you could have heard a
pin drop!
This week we have introduced the children to the new way
of learning at Lothersdale School - Pirate Fashion!
We wanted a way to help the children understand about
their learning, specifically the importance of memory.
Cognitive science plays a very important role in modern
educational thinking, so much so that Ofsted's current
inspection framework is based upon the findings of cognitive
scientists.
In a nutshell, the science teaches us that in order to
strengthen long-term memory, we should recall key
information periodically, thus strengthening the memory.
Evidence from cognitive science suggests that this ‘retrieval
practice’ strategy is highly effective - the Lothersdale way to
do this is to learn Pirate Fashion!
The children will be doing what we call Arrrghs! (retrieval practice activities) to help them know more,
remember more and do more.
So, if your little pirate comes home saying they've done an Arrrgh! today, at least you'll have some idea
of what they are talking about.
I hope you all have a very enjoyable weekend.

COLUM GROGAN
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General
School
Updates

Please find detailed below general updates for your information. If you have
any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact the school
office.

World Book Day Celebration ~ Monday 8 March 2021
It was fantastic seeing everyone back in school on Monday and, not only
that, but dressed up as their favourite book character too! You all
looked brilliant and it brought a smile to everyone’s faces ~ it was
wonderful hearing the school full of voices again. Please check out the
photo gallery at the back of the newsletter for a selection of photos.
Wellbeing Wednesdays
On Wednesday morning Mrs Bateman took a whole school assembly via
Zoom to introduce Wellbeing Wednesday and Wellbeing Warriors to the
children. Each week we will have one of five wellbeing themes, these
include to connect (talk to a friend, smile, listen) to be active (strive to
have a physical playtime and enjoy the feeling of speed and movement)
and to notice (the natural world around you, be calm and listen to sounds in nature, see the signs of
spring).
Each class will have two warriors, who will be in
the role until Easter. After Easter a vote will be
cast for the next two warriors, then again after
May half term holiday. Wellbeing Warriors have
been voted by their classmates and will be
available during playtimes on Wednesdays to
listen, help and care about their friends.
After five weeks we will vote again for the next class warriors.
In order to be voted as a Class Warrior the children who volunteered to be a warrior talked to their class
to explain why they would like to have the role. How they can help/that they are a good listener etc. All
classes voted for their warriors today and this term’s Class Warriors are:
Class 1

Class 2

Class 3

Class 4

Rec ~ Hugo

Y1 ~ Penny

Y3 ~ Tess

Y5 ~ Martha

Rec ~ Adam

Y2 ~ Jack W

Y4 ~ Woody

Y6 ~ Alfie

Wellbeing Wednesday will begin next week, Wednesday 17 March 2021.
Red Nose Day ~ Friday 19 March 2021
Red Nose Day is back! This year we are asking all pupils to come to school dressed in red* for a minimum
donation of £1, which can be made via the following ParentPay link:
https://app.parentpay.com/ParentPayShop/Foc/Default.aspx?shopid=2497
We are also ‘Sharing a Smile’ to help kick start a wave of smiles by asking all the children
to write their favourite joke on the attached poster and bring a copy to school so that we
can share a smile with each other in our classrooms. We look forward to hearing all your jokes!
*please note that Class 3 are swimming on Friday so please bear this in mind when choosing an outfit!
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Mollie’s Fundraiser for Comic Relief Red Nose Day
Mollie, in Class 3, is independently raising money for Comic Relief by a Guess the Name of the Teddy Bear
Competition. The competition is open to the whole school from Monday next week and the entry fee is
£1 a go. Please see the poster attached.
British Science Week ~ 5 to 14 March 2021
This week a booklet activity pack has been sent home with each child to
celebrate British Science Week, which contains lots of science ideas and
resource sheets for your children.
Easter Lunch ~ Thursday 25 March 2021
Please see attached menu regarding this year’s Easter Lunch. If your child currently has a
packed lunch and would like to have the Easter Lunch in school, please email the school
office (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk) to book a lunch for your child by Wednesday 17
March 2021.
Decorated Egg Competition ~ Friday 26 March 2021
Once again, we are inviting all the children to take part in our decorated egg competition on the last day
of term, Friday 26 March 2021. Children should bring in 2 hard-boiled eggs (usually one gets
broken or cracked!) and whatever extra items they need to decorate the egg (card, coloured
paper, tissue paper, paints and felt tips will be available in school). They will be given time
during the school day to decorate their eggs ready for judging. Hopefully this will give
children enough notice to start thinking about some ‘eggcellent’ decorating ideas for this
year’s competition!
Class 1 Updates
from
Mrs Bateman

Please find detailed below Class 1 updates from Mrs Bateman. If you have
any queries, please contact the school office in the first instance
(lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

This week the children have returned to school with smiles and enthusiasm. It has been a pleasure
to work with them all and enjoy their company again!
Before Christmas we began to learn about learning. The children now have hand actions to prompt them
to Reflect (think) and Recall (talk) so they can Remember. This helps them to know more and do more.
Along with the whole school we call this Learning Pirate Fashion! ARRRGH!
As part of British Science Week, we continued the theme of memory and the brain with the help of
wonderful resources from the Alzheimer's Research UK. We played memory games and read a memory
story and looked at the different sections of our brains by wearing 'brain hats'! We also learnt that brains
could get poorly, how to keep our brains busy and healthy and that we can calm our brains by being
mindful.
https://www.alzheimersresearchuk.org/kids/young-kids/
Written for children up to about 6 years old | Alzheimer's Research UK
Your amazing brain is inside your head. Click here to explore the brain,
play our games, read a story, and learn about an illness called
dementia which people sometimes get when they get older.
www.alzheimersresearchuk.org
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The children made us so proud with their enthusiasm for Wellbeing Wednesdays and many of them were
really keen to be our first Wellbeing Warriors! It was a treat to hear all the ideas of how they could care
for each other.
Today we talked about the special relationship the children in Class 1 have with their mummy's. We said
a big thank you for you all and celebrated the things you do so well!
Class 2 Updates
from
Mr Craven

Please find detailed below Class 2 updates from Mr Craven. If you have any
queries, please contact the school office in the first instance
(lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

What a brilliant first week back in Class 2! It has been great to see so many smiling faces again. All the
children have loved seeing and chatting to their friends and the classroom has been a very fun place to
be this week. The children have settled back in well and I have been really impressed by all of their
learning during lockdown. There were some very tired faces at the end of the week, the children were
definitely ready for the weekend! I hope you all have a lovely weekend.
Class 3 Updates
from
Miss Gallagher & Mrs Daniell

Please find detailed below Class 3 updates from Miss Gallagher & Mrs
Daniell. If you have any queries, please contact the school office in the
first instance (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

Wow what a fabulous first week back in school! It was wonderful to see everyone dressed in world book
day costumes on Monday. This week, Class 3 have settled back into hygiene routines of washing hands
several times a day as well as reconnecting with each other. Playtimes have been fun and PE with Hedley
was really enjoyable. The best sound we've heard this week is the laughter from Class 3. It's been a great
week and we are so proud of all children for settling back into school extremely well.
Please remember it is British Science week and all children have a science booklet to complete at home.
Thank you to Mrs Woolley (Peter's mum) for the resources. We are truly grateful.
I wish everyone a relaxing weekend ready for our second week back. If you have any school resources still
at home including The Iron Man books or rulers, we would be very grateful if they could be returned to
school on Monday.
Swimming Lessons ~ Spring/Summer Terms
A letter was emailed out to all parents/carers of children in Class 3 regarding swimming
lessons, which will start next Friday afternoon.
We would be very grateful if parents/carers could contribute £37.20 for the 8-week
sessions via ParentPay by Monday 3 May 2021. No child will be excluded if his or her
parents/carers do not contribute, but if insufficient voluntary contributions are received then regrettably,
this activity will not go ahead.
Class 4 Updates
from
Mrs Fawcett

Please find detailed below Class 4 updates from Mrs Fawcett. If you have
any queries, please contact the school office in the first instance
(lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

What a fantastic first week we have had in school! It has been great to hear the ‘hustle and bustle’ of
normal school life after such a long time, and we are so proud and pleased with how the children have
settled into the ways of working again.
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Thank you for all the help you gave your child with their outfit for World Book Day – we welcomed a
fabulous selection of characters into school on Monday morning.
Year 6 have been recalling previously taught knowledge this week, with a particular focus on fractions,
decimals and percentages before continuing to consolidate Algebra. English has involved recalling
knowledge of grammatical and punctuation elements before returning to the reading of the class text in
preparation for our next piece of writing.
Year 5 have settled supremely well into routine this week, almost as if they had not been away. We have
spent some of the time this week reviewing the learning which took place at home, and it is clear that the
children have worked hard whilst in lockdown. In maths, Year 5 have shown great recall of the key learning
about fractions. In English, they have remembered how to use many key elements of grammar in their
writing. Well done to the whole year group.
We have continued with our science work, learning about the phases of the moon and will be keeping a
moon diary over the course of the next month. A booklet containing five science investigations has been
sent home as part of the children’s homework tasks. We are asking children to complete a minimum of
three of the investigations, but by all means, they may complete all of them if they wish. Please can the
evidence of the work they have conducted be brought or emailed to school by Friday 26 March 2021?
Thank you very much. Part of the weekly homework involves completing five Reading Plus exercises;
please note that these can be completed either at home or at school; the school sessions will run on
Tuesday and Friday mornings at 8.20am. Congratulation go to Betsy who has moved up to the next level
in Reading Plus - really well done!
Have a great weekend, and we look forward to seeing you all on Monday morning.
Class 4 Reading Plus Sessions ~ Tuesdays and Fridays
Reading Plus will start again from next week on Tuesday and Friday mornings. Please
ensure your children arrive at school no earlier than 8.20am when the sessions start.
Protocols are still in place when arriving at school and parents/carers must use the oneway system and ensure their children are standing on the class footprints at 8.20am, when a member of
staff will come and let them in to school.
South Craven Year 6 Parents’ Information Evening
Please note that the Year 6 Parents’ Information Evening scheduled to take place on 25
March for parents of pupils who have secured a place at South Craven School in September,
will not now take place. Instead, there will now be a Zoom meeting held at 6pm on
Wednesday 24 March and an email invite will be sent out to parents/carers from South
Craven School.
School Office
Information

If you have any queries regarding any of content below, please contact the
school office (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk).

School Contact Information
Please remember that if you wish to contact a member of staff or have a general query, you can email us
via lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk and your message will be passed on to the appropriate member of
staff or dealt with accordingly. You can also use the contact form available on the school website.
Pupil Medical Information
It is important that school is kept updated regarding any changes to your child’s health. Please inform the
school office as soon as possible if your child’s medical details change to enable us to keep our records
up-to-date.
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Pre-admissions Register of Interest List
The school Pre-admissions Register of Interest List for a potential reception place at Lothersdale Primary
School is filling up quickly for next year’s September 2022 admission group. It is important that
parents/carers register their interest for a reception place for their child as soon as possible (even if you
live in the village) to enable us to determine potential numbers and the impact it will have on the future
school roll. Please be aware that entering your child’s name on this list does not constitute the offer of a
Reception place.
Admission
Year

Entry
Date

Date of
Birth Range

No. of Places
Available

Registrations of Interest
Received to Date

2022/2023
2023/2024
2024/2025
2025/2026

Sept 2022
Sept 2023
Sept 2024
Sept 2024

1.9.2017 to 31.8.2018
1.9.2018 to 31.8.2019
1.9.2019 to 31.8.2020
1.9.2020 to 31.8.2021

15 (TBC)
15 (TBC)
15 (TBC)
15 (TBC)

11
4
4
0

If you have not yet registered your interest for your child on any of the above school lists, please download
and complete an electronic copy of the school’s register of interest form available from the school website
and return via email to lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk. If you have friends or relatives of children who
also fall within the above categories, we would be grateful if you could pass on this information.
Lothersdale Primary School Nominated Charity
Please remember that school is raising money for Manorlands this academic
year and repeat payments can be made via your ParentPay account. Thank
you for your continued support.
School Website
Updates

Remember to look on our School Website for further information on what is
happening around school! New postings on our website this week are listed below:

Friday News
If you wish to promote a community event in our diary below, please contact
the school office. Please note there may be circumstances in which these dates
are subject to change:

Diary of
Events

School Events:
Fri 19 Mar 21
Fri 19 Mar 21
Fri 26 Mar 21
Mon 12 Apr 21
Tue 13 Apr 21
Tue 20 Apr 2021
Mon 3 May 21
Wed 19 May 21
Wed 26 May 21
Wed 26 May 21
Thu 27 May 21
Thu 27 May 21
Fri 28 May 21
Fri 28 May 21
Fri 28 May 21

-

Red Nose Day ~ NON-UNIFORM DAY ~ WEAR RED
Class 3 swimming lessons start at Craven Pool
School breaks up at 3.15pm for the Easter break
School closed for Staff Training
School reopens for the summer term
Bag2School collection in the Parent Shelter ~ by 9.00am
School closed for May Day Bank Holiday
Class Photos and Year 6 Leavers’ Photos
Year 6 Bikeability – Day 1
Year 4 Eshton Grange Residential – Day 1 (TBC)
Year 6 Bikeability – Day 2
Year 4 Eshton Grange Residential – Day 2 (TBC)
Year 4 Eshton Grange Residential – Day 3 (TBC)
Deadline for entries for Ilkley Literature Festival Children’s Poetry Competition
School breaks up at 3.15pm for May half-term
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Lothersdale Primary School

ensuring all pupils
achieve their
full potential
~~

Lothersdale Primary School
Lothersdale
North Yorkshire
BD20 8HB
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