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FRIDAY NEWSLETTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
UPDATES 

 

Please find detailed below general updates for your information. If you 
have any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact the 
school office. 

 

Please support our village and school communities by parking sensibly on 
the roads near school.  We remind all parents/carers that parking is not 
allowed on the yellow zigzags outside school at any time.  The white keep 
clear markings must be kept clear at school drop off and pick up times to 
support the traffic flow through the village.  If a car cannot get passed 
safely, then neither can an emergency vehicle! 
 

Thank you for your support in helping to keep our village a safe place. 
  

No Lothersdale Legends this week due to the disruption caused 
by the adverse weather conditions.  



Lothersdale Primary School  ◼  Friday Newsletter ◼  Page 2 of 11 

Message from Mrs Tyson 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Winter Conditions  
Thank you to all staff, parents and carers for their support, understanding and flexibility this week, whilst 
we navigated the adverse weather conditions. We recognise the inconvenience and adjustments that 
such situations may bring, and we truly appreciate your patience as we work to ensure the safety and 
wellbeing of our children and staff.  
 
We would like to extend our sincere apologies for the inconvenience caused by the unexpected closure 
of school on Thursday - this decision was not made lightly, and it was driven by the concern for the safety 
and wellbeing of our students and staff. Unfortunately, the adverse weather conditions had resulted in 
low staffing levels, making it difficult to ensure a safe and productive learning environment for everyone. 
 
We understand the impact that this closure may have had on your daily schedule and appreciate your 
understanding in these exceptional circumstances.  
 
Parent Forum ~ Friday 26 January 2024 
I look forward to seeing you on Friday 26th January at 2.00pm for our scheduled Spring Parent Forum. I 
look forward to sharing with you the school development priorities for the next term, 
our recently drafted school vision and working with you to discuss future projects. If you 
are available to attend, please RSVP via the link below or QR code, 
by Wednesday 24th January. Once you have responded, an agenda will be sent to you. 
Thank you.  
 
https://forms.office.com/e/WpZMY1jntR 
 
Mrs Turvey  
It is with a heavy heart that I share some news regarding our beloved Mrs Turvey, our esteemed musician-
in-residence.  
 
Due to health reasons, Mrs Turvey will be unable to continue her role for the remainder of the academic 
year; her final day will be Tuesday 23rd January.  We understand the significant impact that she has had 
on our children, and the entire school community, and we share your disappointment in her absence.  
 
Mrs Turvey has been an integral part of our school community for many years, bringing her passion for 
music and her exceptional talent to enrich the musical experiences of our children. Her dedication and 
creativity have left an indelible mark, and she will be sincerely missed during her absence.  
 
We are working diligently to ensure continuity in our music programs, and the staff team is committed to 
maintaining the high standards set by Mrs Turvey. We appreciate your understanding and support during 
this challenging time.  
 
We extend our thoughts and well-wishes to Mrs Turvey during her recovery and express our gratitude for 
the positive impact that she has had on our school community.  
 
Mrs Tyson  
Headteacher 

  

https://forms.office.com/e/WpZMY1jntR
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Thu 1 Feb 2024 - Class 3 Stone Age Day Workshop (see below) 
Fri 9 Feb 2024 - School Council Valentine’s Day Bake Sale (see below) 
Thu 22 Feb 2024 - National Child Measurement Programme ~ Rec & Year 6 ~ 1:15pm 
Tue 19 Mar 2024 - Parent Consultations ~ 2 to 6pm 
Wed 20 Mar 2024 - Parent Consultations ~ 2 to 6:30pm 

 
 
 
 
 

W/c 22 JANUARY 2024 
Mon - French Day ~ children to come to school in red, white and blue instead of school uniform 
Wed - Deadline to complete the Spring Term Parent Workshop attendance form 
Thu - KS2 Performing Arts Workshop (selected pupils) 
Fri - 

- 
-
- 

RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch 
Deadline to purchase your Wonky Bar for the LSA Golden Ticket Competition (see below) 
Spring Term Parent Workshop at 2pm 
Class 3 swimming lesson 

 
 
 
 
 

 
French Day ~ Monday 22 January 2024 

We are looking forward to a day of cultural exploration and enjoyment on Monday, 22 
January 2024, when we host our French Day in school.  We encourage all children to come 
to school dressed in red, white, and blue – the colours of the French flag (no English 
football kits please!) – to enhance their learning of France. 

DEADLINES & 
REMINDERS 

 

It would be really helpful if requested reply slips/payments etc. 
could be completed/paid by the stated deadlines to enable us to 
process the paperwork effectively this week. Thank you. 

 

GENERAL SCHOOL 
UPDATES 

 

Please find detailed below general updates for your information. If you have 
any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact the school 
office. 

SAVE THE 
DATE 

Please note there may be circumstances in which these dates are subject to 
change. More information will follow at a later date about events listed below: 
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It could be red shorts, blue T-shirt and white socks. Alternatively, they can opt for attire with a French 
theme, such as berets or mime costumes.  This promises to be a day of fun and learning where children 
will take part in French dance workshops and cookery lessons, along with practicing their speaking, 
reading, and writing skills in French.  
 
KS2 Performing Arts Festival ~ Thursday 25 January 2024 
Good luck to our KS2 children ~ Felicity, Natty, Millie, William, Sophie W, Jude H-K, Phoebe, Edward, Laila, 
Maisie ~ who are taking part in the South Craven Cluster Performing Arts Festival at South Craven School 
next Thursday, with children from our cluster primary schools. 
 
Big Garden Birdwatch 
The Big Garden Birdwatch is the world’s largest garden wildlife survey. Every year, hundreds of thousands 
of nature lovers like you take part, helping to build a picture of how garden birds are faring.   
 
This year’s event takes place from 26 to 28 January 2024.  Please click on the link below for more 
information on how families can take part. 
 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch? 

 
At school we will encourage 
children to bring binoculars and 
bird books from home (or 
borrow a pair from school) and 
take part in spotting over 
Lothersdale School during 
playtimes. 

 

Class 1 will help the local 
wildlife by making bird cakes (as 
have children attending 
LEGENDS) to encourage more 
avian visitors! 

 

Current popular birds include 
the robin, blackbird, jackdaws 
and sparrows. We look forward 
to seeing more blue-tits and 
great-tits as we move into 
spring and hope they nest at 
school again. 
 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?
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SEND Parent Workshop ~ Wednesday 31 January 2024 
ADYS Specialist Ltd (the YCAT SEND Advisor) is presenting a SEND workshop to parents/carers online all 
about how to support your children at home with reading difficulties. This will be FREE to any parent who 
would like to register for the 45-minute session with time for discussion afterwards.  
 
If you are interested in taking part, please register for the course via the link below. 
 
https://us05web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsfu2tqDIoH9FyyZPMULCHWMBVH7FZMj4z 

 

 
Class 3 Stone Age Day Workshop ~ Thursday 1 February 2024 
A letter was sent out today to parents/carers of children in Class 3 regarding the forthcoming Stone Age 
Day taking place in school on Thursday 1 February 2024, for your information. 
 
National Child Measurement Programme ~ Reception & Year 6 

NHS staff will be in school on Thursday 22 February 2024 to carry out height and 
weight checks on children currently in Reception and Year 6. 
 
A letter was emailed on Thursday 11 January 2024 to parents/carers of children 
in Reception and Year 6.  Please remember you do not need to do anything 
unless you wish to OPT OUT of this programme. Please follow the instructions 
in the letter if this is the case.  

 
School Council Valentine’s Day Bake Sale ~ Friday 9 February 2024 
Please find attached flyer regarding the School Council’s Valentine’s Day Bake Sale on Friday 9 February 
2024, to raise money for ShelterBox. 

  

https://us05web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsfu2tqDIoH9FyyZPMULCHWMBVH7FZMj4z
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SCHOOL MEALS: 
 
Lunch Orders 
Please remember to book your child’s school meal via your SchoolGrid account by 8:55am each morning.  
No child will go without a school lunch but there may not be the usual choice, as children with pre-ordered 
lunches take priority. 
 
Dolce Themed Lunch ~ Diner Day ~ Wednesday 24 January 2024 
We have managed to reschedule our themed lunch, which will now take place on Wednesday 24 January 
2024.  The Diner Day menu has been uploaded to SchoolGrid.  If your child would like to have this meal, 
please complete SchoolGrid as normal.  Please note that if you have already pre-ordered meals, you will 
need to re-book a meal for Wednesday 24 January, as the original pre-order will have automatically 
removed itself from the system due to the menu change. 
 
Eligibility for Free School Meals 
May we remind parents that free school meals are available for children whose parents meet the relevant 
criteria.  If you are in receipt of one or more of the following benefits and think you may qualify, please 
either ask Mrs Ellison for an application form or use the application form available via 
www.northyorks.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals 
The relevant criteria is based on receipt of: 
• income support  
• income-based job seeker's allowance  
• income-related employment and support allowance  
• child tax credit with an income of less than £16,190 and not in receipt of working tax credit  
• support under part VI of the immigration and asylum act 1999  
• guarantee element of state pension credit. 
 
Where parents are entitled to working tax credit during a four week "run on" period immediately after 
their employment has ceased, or after they have started to work less than 16 hours per week, their 
children are entitled to free school meals.  
 
Children who receive income support or income-based jobseeker's allowance in their own right are also 
entitled to free school meals.  

Please refer to the Friday Newsletter and the school website prior to emailing or contacting school, as 
most of our day-to-day information can be located within these communication portals.   The school 
website address is https://www.lothersdaleschool.org.uk 

http://www.northyorks.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
https://www.lothersdaleschool.org.uk/
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Applications are usually processed the same day. If your child is entitled to free school meals you will 
receive a letter confirming the date when the meals will start. The school is also notified that your child 
is entitled to free school meals. In the meantime, you should continue to pay for free school meals until 
confirmation comes through. School may be able to arrange a reimbursement of any monies paid whilst 
your entitlement is being confirmed.  If you are not entitled to free school meals you will be notified in 
writing. 
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LSA Golden Ticket Competition 
If your child would like to take part in our Wonky Bar Golden Ticket Competition, please order your 
chocolate bar(s) via your SchoolComms account by Friday 26 January 2024.  Good Luck everyone! 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Wild Explorers 
Please find attached flyer below regarding Wild Explorers half-term activities, for your information. 

  

COMMUNITY 
NOTICEBOARD 

 

We are delighted to be able to promote community events in our Friday News 
that may be of interest to our families and friends. If you would like us to 
promote a local event, please pass the details to the school office by 
Wednesday to be included in the Friday News of that week. 
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School Events: 
Mon 22 Jan 2024 - French Day 
Thu 25 Jan 2024 - KS2 Performing Arts Workshop at South Craven School ~ 4 to 6pm 
Fri 26 Jan 2024 - 

- 
RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch 
Spring Term Parent Forum at 2pm 

Wed 31 Jan 2024 - 
- 

The Dogs Trust Class Workshops 
SEND Parent Workshop via Zoom ~ 4 to 5pm 

Fri 2 Feb 2024 - Deadline for payment of voluntary contributions towards Class 3 swimming 
lessons 

w/c 5 Feb 2024 - Children’s Mental Health Week 
Mon 5 Feb 2024 - Young Voices Concert at Manchester AO Arena 
Tue 6 Feb 2024 - Safer Internet Day 
Wed 7 Feb 2024 - Well-being Wednesday 
Fri 9 Feb 2024 - 

- 
Last Class 3 Swimming Lesson this academic year 
School breaks up for February half-term 

Mon 19 Feb 2024 - School re-opens at 8:40am 
Fri 23 Feb 2024 - Class 2 Swimming Lessons start 
w/c 26 Feb 2024 - Chinese New Year 
Wed 28 Feb 2024 - Y5/6 Netball Festival at South Craven School 
Thu 7 Mar 2024 - World Book Day 
w/c 11 Mar 2024 - British Science Week 
Mon 11 Mar 2024 - Scholastic Book Fair in school 
Tue 12 Mar 2024 - Scholastic Book Fair in school 
Wed 13 Mar 2024 - Scholastic Book Fair in school 
Fri 15 Mar 2024 -

- 
Comic Relief Red Nose Day 
Year 6 Crucial Crew 

Thu 21 Mar 2024 - Decorate an Egg Competition 
Fri 22 Mar 2024 - 

- 
Last Class 2 Swimming Lesson this academic year 
School finishes at 3:15pm for the Easter break 

Thu 18 Apr 2024 - LSA Bag2School Collection 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

DIARY OF 
EVENTS 

 

If you wish to promote a community event in our diary below, please 
contact the school office. Please note there may be circumstances in which 
these dates are subject to change: 
 


