FRIDAY NEWSLETTER
AUTUMN TERM  ISSUE 14  FRIDAY 17 DECEMBER 2021

Happy Christmas from all the
Staff and Governors of Lothersdale Primary School
School reopens
on
Wednesday 5 January 2022

~ Thank You ~
Staff and Governors would like to thank parents/carers for the
tremendous support you have given school again this year.
Once again, we have had a bumpy ride to the end of term but we
hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and all our families
manage to keep safe over the festive break.
Thank you also for the kind gifts staff have received at the end of term ~
they are greatly appreciated.
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Please find detailed below general updates for your information. If you
have any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact the
school office.

HEALTH & SAFETY
UPDATES

This last week of term has been a difficult one for all of us due to the unexpected increase in COVIDpositive cases in our children. It took us all by surprise and we would like to thank all our parents/carers
for supporting us throughout the week as cases continued to rise.
It was extremely important, particularly in Class 3 and Class 4, that children took Lateral Flow Tests
before coming to school each day and your support in doing this was greatly appreciated. As detailed
in our communications this week, some children had no symptoms but turned up a positive result, so
testing prior to coming to school helped to mitigate further possible cases in school.
We are hoping that the New Year will provide us with a ‘clean slate’ and we can continue without
further absences or disruption to class teaching.
We will be monitoring the situation over the Christmas break and any new guidance will be sent out to
parents/carers prior to the start of the spring term.
If you have informed us that your child presented with a positive LFT this week, please ensure that you
email school with the official NHS outcome of the subsequent PCR test even if school is closed. This
will enable us to accurately record the absence data for our attendance records and DfE and Public
Health returns.
WATER BOTTLES: please ensure your child has a school water bottle in school every day next term.
The school is still working under Covid regulations and therefore it is extremely important that all
children have their school water bottles in school to avoid any cross contamination. Please help us to
keep your children safe.

SAVE THE
DATE
Thu 13 Jan 2022

Please note there may be circumstances in which these dates are subject to
change. More information will follow at a later date about events listed below:
- Deadline for booking a place via ParentPay for the LSA Movie Night

DEADLINES &
REMINDERS FOR
w/c 3 January 2022
Sun
Mon
Tue
Wed
Fri

-

It would be really helpful if requested reply slips/payments etc. could be
returned by the stated deadlines to enable us to process the paperwork
effectively this week. Thank you.

Deadline for booking Extended Schools’ Activities (FREE clubs) and payment for PAID clubs
Bank Holiday
School closed for Staff Training
School re-opens for the spring term
Extended Schools’ Activities start
Class 3 swimming
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BANK
HOLIDAY
3 Jan 2022

STAFF
TRAINING
4 Jan 2022

FOOD ALLERGY WARNING
Please remember Lothersdale Primary School is a Nut Free Zone

HEADTEACHER
UPDATES
from Mr Grogan

Please find detailed below Headteacher updates for your information. If
you have any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact
the school office.

What a final week of term that was!
The last thing any of us wanted was to be managing an outbreak in school, but that’s just what happened.
I do hope that all of the children who tested positive this week are well and are not suffering with any
symptoms of Covid-19. Similarly, I hope that other family members manage to avoid the infection and
can stay healthy for Christmas. No staff members have reported a positive test result – thankfully!
Thank you to all parents who offered words of support this week and to those who showed great
understanding about the new restrictions we have had to put in place with the reintroduction of bubbles
etc. It looks like these restrictions may have to continue into the new term in January but we wait to hear
official guidance in advance of the term before making any concrete plans.
The Secretary of state for Education wrote to schools yesterday, saying remaining open was a priority but
we should review existing contingency plans. I read into this that restrictions are likely to continue into
2022. I will of course do everything I have to do to keep the children safe, and along with the rest of the
team, we shall endeavour to do it with minimal disruption to learning.
As mentioned above, we are grateful to all those parents who tested their children before school each
day this week, particularly those in Class 3 & 4 – there can be no doubt that these tests, along with those
we carried out in school, prevented further spread of the virus. Come January, we will not be able to offer
to test the children in school, as we receive a specific allocation of tests, enough for our staff to maintain
their testing regime. I am hoping we will not have to ask parents/carers to test the children when we
come back, but we shall wait for further guidance.
I hope all our children and families have a really lovely Christmas and we will see you in 2022.
Mr Grogan
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Miss Grundy ~ SCITT Student Teacher
Today we say ‘Goodbye’ to Miss Clare Grundy, who has been working in Class 1 with
Mrs Bateman and Mrs Gallagher on a Student Teacher Placement. We have all
enjoyed having Miss Grundy with us in school and wish her all the best in her next
teaching placement and future teaching career.
Mrs Knight
The Governing Body is pleased to announce that Mrs Knight is expecting her second child in May 2022.
It is anticipated Mrs Knight will begin her maternity leave at the beginning of the summer term, and a
recruitment drive will take place in the New Year for a cover teacher.
GENERAL
SCHOOL
UPDATES

Please find detailed below general updates for your information. If you
have any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact the
school office.

Christmas Party Day ~ Thursday 16 December 2021
All the children had a wonderful Christmas Party Day yesterday. They spent the morning being creative
and putting the finishing touches to their Christmas party hats.
We were all very grateful to Mrs Grosschmidt and Mrs Pickard for working so hard to make the amazing
party lunch, which we all really enjoyed and thought was delicious. After lunch the children were able to
show off their party hat creations as judging commenced in each class, and the party hat winners were:

Reception

-

NELL

Year 1

-

EDWARD

Year 2

-

OLIVER D

Year 3

-

ELLA H

Year 4

-

FELICITY

Year 5

-

OLIVER R

Year 6

-

MARTHA W

Party games then followed in each class to round off a very exciting day! Please see the photo gallery
attached to this newsletter.
Children currently at home due to COVID related absence also had the opportunity to make a party hat
and we thank you for sending in photos of your wonderful creations. A separate prize for ‘hats from
home’ will be awarded in the New Year to MILLIE MCCARTER for her hat entry.
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Christmas Presents for Keighley Women’s Refuge
A massive thank you to those
parents/carers
for
kindly
donating
Christmas gifts for families who are
spending their Christmas in the local
Women’s Refuges.
Your gifts will make a huge difference to
these families over the Christmas period
and your generosity is amazing at this busy
and expensive time of year.
Once again, many thanks for your support.

Save the Children ~ Christmas Jumper Day ~ 17 December 2021
Everyone looked fantastic again today in their Christmas jumpers and we have
raised a total of £159.00 for Save the Children. If you still wish to contribute, and
have not yet done so, please make payment via ParentPay. Many thanks for your support.
Extended Schools’ Activities ~ Spring Term
The activity flyer including notes to parents/carers was emailed to parents/carers on Monday for
extended schools’ activities taking place after Christmas. A copy is also available to view on the school
website. There will be no extended schools’ activities on Wednesday 19 January 2022 due to the LSA
Movie Night. All extended schools’ activities finish on Friday 18 February 2022.
FREE Clubs: Please email the school office (lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk) by
Sunday 2 January 2022 to book a FREE activity place for your child. It would be
helpful if you could include the name of the club(s) in the subject header to help us
identify the replies easily. Activities will be allocated on a first come first serve basis.
PAID Clubs: the deadline for payment for children taking part in paying clubs is Sunday 2 January 2022 to
enable your child to continue with his/her chosen club. Your child’s name will only be entered on the
activity lists once payment has been made.
The activity lists will be available to view on the school website on Tuesday 4 January 2022 (pm). Please
note that we are unable to add your child to an activity list once the deadline has passed and the lists
have been distributed to providers and LOOSC. It is therefore important that you help us to avoid your
child missing out on an activity by adhering to the stated deadline.
Extended Schools – Pupil Attendance
It is important that school is made aware of any children not attending an Extended Schools’ Club. We
understand that it is not always possible for a child to attend a club after school however please ensure
you inform the school office so that the absence can be recorded on the club register. This will help avoid
any possible safeguarding issues.
In addition, a lot of our clubs this term have been oversubscribed and it is therefore important that, when
booked on a club, your child attends every week (unless ill or other extenuating circumstances).
Unfortunately, a number of children have been attending on an ad-hoc basis when the places could have
been filled by another child. Thank you for your support.
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Class 1 & Year 1 ~ Underwear!
An unusual request from Class 1 but if anyone has any clean outgrown underwear from Reception and or
Year 1, please could you donate to school for any ‘little accidents’ in class. Many thanks.
Class 3 Swimming Lessons
Class 3 swimming lessons will start again on Friday 8 January 2022. Please note that the
deadline for payment of voluntary contributions towards your child’s swimming lessons is
Tuesday 1 February 2022.

Year 4 & Class 4 ~ Reading Plus
Reading Plus will restart week commencing 10 January 2022 for children booked on to the early morning
sessions in Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6.
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SCHOOL WEBSITE
UPDATES

Remember to look on our School Website for further information on what is
happening around school! New postings on our website this week are listed
below:

Friday News
Extended Schools’ Activities Sheet ~ Spring Term 2022 First Half
School Meals Menu ~ Spring Term
SCHOOL OFFICE
INFORMATION

If you have any queries regarding any of the content below, please contact
the school office on 01535 632510 or via lothersdale@ycatschools.co.uk

School Meal Menu ~ Spring Term 2022
Next term’s school meal menu is attached to this newsletter for your information.
ParentPay Accounts
Please ensure that all ParentPay accounts are up-to-date and a zero or credit balance remains on school
meal accounts when school closes today, Friday 17 December 2021.
Pupils on Pack Ups ~ Friday Lunch
If your child is currently on pack-ups and is registered to have a Friday lunch next term, the cost will be
£31.72 for the spring term (up to and including 8 April 2022), payable via the normal pupil meal account
on ParentPay, or £2.44 per week, payable in advance. Please ensure you inform the school office at least
2 weeks in advance if your child would like to have Friday lunches.
Pupils on Packed Lunches
May we remind parents to ensure their child’s pack up is clearly named and that you give the school office
at least two week’s term time notice if your child would like to switch to school meals or vice versa. Many
thanks.
School Meals ~ Class 3 and Class 4
The cost of school meals for children in Class 3 and Class 4 from 5 January 2021 will continue to be £2.44
per meal (£12.20 per week) for all children.
For parents/carers who wish to pay up to the end of term (Friday 8 April 2022), the cost will be £153.72
per child payable via ParentPay.
For parents/carers who wish to pay up to the end of half-term (Friday 18 February 2022), the cost will be
£80.52 per child payable via ParentPay.
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Alternatively, parents/carers can pay weekly in advance (£12.20) via ParentPay. Please note that school
meals must be paid for in advance and we would also ask parents/carers to refer to the school’s School
Meals’ Arrears Procedure (available to view on the school website) to ensure that you are familiar with
the school’s course of action should you find yourselves falling behind with payments.
Please check your ParentPay accounts for credits/outstanding payments (eg illness, educational visits
etc) and adjust your child's account accordingly when paying the above.
Eligibility for Free School Meals
Now that the new academic year has started, may we remind parents that free school meals are available
for children whose parents meet the relevant criteria. If you are in receipt of one or more of the following
benefits and think you may qualify, please either ask Mrs Ellison for an application form or use the
application form available via www.northyorks.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
The relevant criteria is based on receipt of:
• income support
• income-based job seeker's allowance
• income-related employment and support allowance
• child tax credit with an income of less than £16,190 and not in receipt of working tax credit
• support under part VI of the immigration and asylum act 1999
• guarantee element of state pension credit.
Where parents are entitled to working tax credit during a four week "run on" period immediately after
their employment has ceased, or after they have started to work less than 16 hours per week, their
children are entitled to free school meals.
Children who receive income support or income-based jobseeker's allowance in their own right are also
entitled to free school meals.
Applications are usually processed the same day. If your child is entitled to free school meals you will
receive a letter confirming the date when the meals will start. The school is also notified that your child
is entitled to free school meals. In the meantime, you should continue to pay for free school meals until
confirmation comes through. School may be able to arrange a reimbursement of any monies paid whilst
your entitlement is being confirmed. If you are not entitled to free school meals you will be notified in
writing.
Primary School Admissions ~ September 2022
Online applications are currently being made via the Local Authority for reception places at Lothersdale
Primary School for September 2022. The online common application form must be submitted by no later
than 15 January 2022. If you are the parent/carer of a child, or know of a child, who is eligible to start
primary school next September and whose name is not on the school’s register of interest, please contact
the school as soon as possible.

COMMUNITY
NOTICEBOARD

We are delighted to be able to promote community events in our Friday News
that may be of interest to our families and friends. If you would like us to
promote a local event please pass the details to the school office by
Wednesday to be included in the Friday News of that week.

Skipton Tennis Centre ~ Family Fun for 3 to 5 Year Olds
Please find attached flyer detailing new family sessions for 3-5 year olds at Skipton Tennis Centre, for your
information.
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Christmas Events at Christ Church, Lothersdale
Please note that the
incredibly popular
Christmas Eve Crib
Service is limited
numbers only due
to Covid restrictions
and therefore entry
is via FREE tickets.

If you wish to promote a community event in our diary below, please
contact the school office. Please note there may be circumstances in which
these dates are subject to change:

DIARY OF
EVENTS
School Events:
Tue 4 Jan 2022
Wed 5 Jan 2022
Wed 19 Jan 2022
w/c 31 Jan 2022
Tue 1 Feb 2022

-

Tue 8 Feb 2022
Fri 18 Feb 2022
w/c 21 Feb 2022
w/c 7 Mar 2022
Thu 5 May 2022
25 to 27 May 2022
14 to 18 Nov 2022

-

Staff Training Day
School re-opens at 9am for the spring term
LSA Movie Night
National Story-Telling Week
Deadline for payment of contribution towards Class 3 Spring term swimming
lessons
Safer Internet Day 2022
School breaks up for half-term
Fairtrade Fortnight
British Science Week
LSA Bag2School Collection
Year 4 residential visit to Eshton Grange
Class 4 residential visit to Marrick Priory (current Year 4 & Year 5 children)

Community Events:
Mon 20 Dec 2021 - LOOSC Open for festive fun from 8am to 6pm
Tue 21 Dec 2021
- LOOSC Open for festive fun from 8am to 6pm
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Lothersdale Primary School

ensuring all pupils
achieve their
full potential
~~
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