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Spelling rule - ‘cious’ and ‘tious’ sound 

like ‘shus’ 

 
The 'shus' sound at the end of a word is 

usually spelt 'cious' or 'tious'. 'tious' is 

often used if the root word would take the 

suffix 'tion' in its noun form. 'cious' is 

often used if the root word ends in 'ce'. 

 Spelling rule - ‘cious’ and ‘tious’ sound 

like ‘shus’ 

 
The 'shus' sound at the end of a word is 

usually spelt 'cious' or 'tious'. 'tious' is 

often used if the root word would take the 

suffix 'tion' in its noun form. 'cious' is 

often used if the root word ends in 'ce'. 

Test on Monday 12.9.22 

 

Group 1 

‘cious’ sounds like ‘shus’ 

 

conscious 

precious 

suspicious 

delicious 

vicious 

ferocious 

malicious 

tenacious 

‘tious’ sounds like ‘shus’ 

 

ambitious 

cautious 

infectious 

nutritious 

pretentious 

fictitious 

superstitious 

 Test on Monday 12.9.22 

 

Group 2 

‘cious’ sounds like ‘shus’ 

 

conscious 

precious 

suspicious 

delicious 

vicious 

 

 

 

‘tious’ sounds like ‘shus’ 

 

ambitious 

cautious 

infectious 

nutritious 

pretentious 

 

  



Spelling rule - ‘cial’ and ‘tial’ sound 

like ‘shal’ 

 

The –cial suffix usually follows a vowel 

and –tial follows a consonant. 

 

 Spelling rule - ‘cial’ and ‘tial’ sound 

like ‘shal’ 

 

The –cial suffix usually follows a vowel 

and –tial follows a consonant. 

Test on Monday 19.9.22 

 

Group 1 

‘cial’ sounds like ‘shal’ 

‘cial’ is common after a vowel letter, 

but there are exceptions. 

 

social 

special 

official 

financial 

commercial 

crucial 

artificial 

superficial 

 

‘tial’ sounds like ‘shal’ 

‘tial’ is common after a consonant letter, 

but there are exceptions. 

potential 

essential 

substantial 

partial 

confidential 

impartial 

torrential 

 Test on Monday 19.9.22 

 

Group 2 

‘cial’ sounds like ‘shal’ 

‘cial’ is common after a vowel letter, 

but there are exceptions. 

 

 

social 

special 

official 

financial 

commercial 

 

 

 

tial’ sounds like ‘shal’ 

‘tial’ is common after a consonant letter, 

but there are exceptions. 

potential 

essential 

substantial 

partial 

confidential 

 

 

  



 Spelling rule - ‘ant’ and ‘ent’ 

 

Use ant/ance/ancy if the root word 

can end in 'ation'. Use ent/ence/ency if 

the root word ends in a soft'c'or'g'. 

 Spelling rule - ‘ant’ and ‘ent’ 

 

Use ant/ance/ancy if the root word 

can end in 'ation'. Use ent/ence/ency if 

the root word ends in a soft'c'or'g'. 

Test on Monday 26.9.22 

 

Group 1 

‘ant’  
Words which end in ‘ation’ often end in 
ant. 

 

brilliant 

significant 

relevant 

assistant 

constant 

pleasant 

hesitant 

observant 

‘ent’  

Use ‘ent’ after the soft c sound, the 

soft g sound and qu.  However, there 

are many exceptions to this rule. 

 

moment 

present 

patient 

independent 

client 

incident 

agent 

 Test on Monday 26.9.22 

 

Group 2 

‘ant’  
Words which end in ‘ation’ often end in 
ant. 

 

brilliant 

significant 

relevant 

assistant 

constant 

 

 

 

‘ent’  

Use ‘ent’ after the soft c sound, the 

soft g sound and qu.  However, there 

are many exceptions to this rule. 

 

present 

patient 

independent 

client 

agent 

 

  



Spelling rule – further examples of 

‘ent’ 

 

Use ant/ance/ancy if the root word 

can end in 'ation'. Use ent/ence/ency if 

the root word ends in a soft'c'or'g'. 

 Spelling rule – further examples of 

‘ent’ 

 

Use ant/ance/ancy if the root word 

can end in 'ation'. Use ent/ence/ency if 

the root word ends in a soft'c'or'g'. 

Test on Monday 3.10.22 

 

Group 1 

‘ent’  

Use ‘ent’ after the soft c sound, the 

soft g sound and qu.  However, there 

are many exceptions to this rule. 

 

experiment 

excellent 

equivalent 

sufficient 

apparent 

ancient 

opponent 

permanent 

urgent 

efficient 

tournament 

confident 

consistent 

frequent 

innocent 

 Test on Monday 3.10.22 

 

Group 2 

‘ent’  

Use ‘ent’ after the soft c sound, the 

soft g sound and qu.  However, there 

are many exceptions to this rule. 

 

 

experiment 

excellent 

equivalent 

sufficient 

apparent 

ancient 

opponent 

permanent 

urgent 

efficient 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Spelling rule - ‘ance’ and ‘ence’  

 

Use ant/ance/ancy if the root word 

can end in 'ation'. Use ent/ence/ency if 

the root word ends in a soft'c'or'g'. 

 

 Spelling rule - ‘ance’ and ‘ence’  

 

Use ant/ance/ancy if the root word 

can end in 'ation'. Use ent/ence/ency if 

the root word ends in a soft'c'or'g'. 

Test on Monday 10.10.22 

 

Group 1 

‘ance’  

performance 

importance 

appearance 

entrance 

reluctance 

elegance 

nuisance 

‘ence’  

Use ‘ence’ after the soft c sound, the 

soft g sound and qu.  However, there 

are many exceptions to this rule. 

 

experience 

evidence 

difference 

influence 

science 

presence 

sentence 

audience 

 Test on Monday 10.10.22 

 

Group 2 

‘ance’  

performance 

importance 

appearance 

entrance 

reluctance 

 

 

‘ence’  

Use ‘ence’ after the soft c sound, the 

soft g sound and qu.  However, there 

are many exceptions to this rule. 

 

experience 

evidence 

difference 

influence 

science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spelling rule - ‘ancy’ and ‘ency’  

 

Use ant/ance/ancy if the root word 

can end in 'ation'. Use ent/ence/ency if 

the root word ends in a soft'c'or'g'. 

 Spelling rule - ‘ancy’ and ‘ency’  

 

Use ant/ance/ancy if the root word 

can end in 'ation'. Use ent/ence/ency if 

the root word ends in a soft'c'or'g'. 

Test on Monday 17.10.22 

 

Group 1 

‘ancy’  
Words which end in ‘ation’ often end in 
ancy. 

 

buoyancy 

infancy 

hesitancy 

compliancy 

consultancy 

relevancy 

vibrancy 

 

‘ency’ 

Use ‘ency’ after the soft c sound, the 

soft g sound and qu.  However, there 

are many exceptions to this rule. 

agency 

emergency 

currency 

efficiency 

frequency 

tendency 

decency 

potency 

 Test on Monday 17.10.22 

 

Group 2 

‘ancy’  
Words which end in ‘ation’ often end in 
ancy. 

 

buoyancy 

infancy 

hesitancy 

compliancy 

consultancy 

 

‘ency’ 

Use ‘ency’ after the soft c sound, the 

soft g sound and qu.  However, there 

are many exceptions to this rule. 

 

agency 

emergency 

currency 

frequency 

decency 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


