Continuouws Cursinve H,a.n,d.wu'.,tin,g

at Lothersdale Primary School

- Information for Parents -




Aim
Our aim is for exery pupil to develop a comfortable, fluent, legibhle and attractive style

of handwriting.

In order to raise stondards of handwriting and presentaotion for all pupils we are

looking to develop a consistent approach to learning handwriting throughouwt the

‘ Watch the pencil.

Aschool.

What i o | wribing?

The main features are:

. Click on th il t it write.
Each letter starts on the line QB Clok onthe pncl o see

Pupils keep the pencil on the paper giving a wvery fluent style
Pupils erventually dewvelop the ahility to produce letters without thinking
The automatic style releases the hrain to concentrate on other ideas, for

example, spelling, grammar, style, content and syntax

twinkl




Wh.at

are the henefits of continuouns cursive handwriting?

It is heneficial to all pupils, including those with dyslexio, as the continuous
motor movement means they do not hawve to think abhout the order of the letters
As each letter hegins at the same point on the line there is less opportunity for
pupils to reverse their letters.

The motor memory in a pupil’s hands and fingers help him [her to learn new
spellings oas each word is made uwp of one movement

One style is taught throuwghout the school

No need to change or relearn shapes from printed to cursive siiyle

Natwral APOLLE OLLUL hetween wordas ,au,t,om,a.tj.,c,aii,g

Fluency established by early uwse of joined up letters helps pupils express ideas
in written form .more z,a;sj.i,g

Improvement in spelling as the hand motions required to form the words

encourage muscle memory. At the same time the natural flow helps the process
become automatic.

are the ‘cons’ ,aj LOoNELNULOMS CUIAINL }L,a.n,dwn'.,tj.n,g?

Letters written in cursive style can look quite different
from printed letters in hooks.

In the ecarly stages, writing con look messy as the movements are slightly more
complex than print-style letters.




Methodologuy

An active multi-sensory approoch is uwsed ot all stoges.

Haondwriting is o skill which needs to he taught explicitly. Since handwriting is

essentiolly a movement skill, correct modelling of the style is very important.

A mincture of whole cloass, small grouwp and individuol teoaching is planned throuwgh.out
the school.

Writing Poili

Maintaoining a good writing position is an important component to correct letter size,

formation and spacing. Here are some important tips to get you started:

o Sit comfortably, but maintain good posture.
o lean formard slighily.
leave feet flat on the floor.
Hawve bhoth arms resting on the tohbhle or desk while you work.
Hold the pencil bhetween your thumhb and the first two fingers of your writing
hand.
Maintaoin constant pressure when holding the pencil.
Be certain your grip is not too tight, and not too loose.
If youw are a right-handed writer, position the paper so that the top is slanting to
Mour Left.




Paper position for lefi-handed children
e If you are a left- e handed writer, position the

paper s0 that the top is slanting to iyour right.

How can parents help at home?
Encouwrage your child to use o cursive scripk.
Hawve fun practising homework spelling words.

Praise effort.

Try wsing chalk, paint or sand.

Check out these sites:

www.teachhandwriting.co.uk

MWNWMW. Lur/s,ixzwriiin,g Oorg

(We are MAing the continuous cursive Acript JoinC5).

The most important thing is to have fun and help your child feel good about their
handwriting.




Quotes from parents at other schools following
the introduction of cursive handwriting

‘I am so impressed with his new handwriting style,
it's so grown wup!” Y3 parent.

‘I was concerned ahbout joined hondwriting and h.ow

muy child would get on bhut I coan honestly soy it hos
bheen fantastic. One day muy child wasn’t joining the

next she was and she enjoys it.” Y5 parent.

“Ffantastic, I am so pleased!” Y2 parent.

“We love proctising our wWhoosh ins and whoosh outs

at home! I'm trying to get as neat as my child but
its horder than [ thought it would he!” Yl parent.




BEFORE .and AFTER
RECEPTION




BEFORE and AFTER
YEAR 2




BEFORE and AFTER [T =
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SAMPLES OF YEAR 6
WRITING




British Dyslex!a|

ASSOCIatIOn recommend that children learn the continuwous

LULrsiNe ALy le.

Typically, when first learning to write, children ‘print’ their letters. They then mowve on to
joined up’ writing at a later stage. For children with dyslexia, learning two styles of
handwriting can odd an extra loyer of difficulty and couse confusion. It is, therefore,
much more helpful if o young child coan learn to use a single system of handwriting
right from the start.

The most widely recommended handwriting style is colled continuwouws cursive. lts most
important feature is that eoach letter is formed without taking the pencil off the poaper -

and consequently, each word is formed in one, flowing movement.

The key adyvantoges to this system are:

By making each letter in one movement, children’s hands develop o physical memory’ of

it, makring it eosier to produce the correct shape;

Because letters and words flow from left to right, children are less likely to rexverse

letters which are tiypically difficulit Uike h/d or p/ﬂ, );

There is a clearer distinction hetween capital letters and lower case;

The continuwous flow of writing ultimately improves speed and spelling.

http://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/parent/help-with-handwriting







