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Thank you for coming…it’s lovely 
to welcome you into school again!

Tonight we will talk about:
• PSED, respect and kindness
• A knowledge rich curriculum
• At Lothersdale we learn pirate fashion
• The children
• Characteristics of effective learning
• Rocket Phonics
• Love of reading
• Love of maths – a secure foundation with 

numbers to 10



The children are at the heart of all 
we do and all the decisions we make.



Our curriculum is like a good 
recipe. With a balance of quality 
ingredients we make something 

wonderful for every child 



We include the good stuff we know 
children need to get on in life and reach 

their full potential including - caring, 
interested adults, an engaging 
environment, praise, support & 

motivation.

We also take care to include the 
aspects which make education personal, 
thoughtful, lively, relevant and special.



Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development

• They have developed friendships within Class 1 
and with children from all the other classes.

• They have positive relationships modelled by 
the adults in Class 1 and in the wider school.

• Trust, care, kindness, sharing, equality, respect 
are all taught as Candle Time lessons and 
taught in hundreds of little ways threaded 
throughout our days and weeks. 

• Kindness is our golden thread. 



A knowledge rich curriculum 
helps children to remember more 

over time.

We carefully decide what we 
want the children to know and do.



I can name 3 wild birds and recognise 
them in non-fiction books and out in the 

woods. 

I know that a healthy lifestyle includes 
brushing my teeth, eating fruit and 

vegetables, taking exercise, having a good 
nights sleep and talking to the people I 

trust about how I feel.



Learning can be defined as an alteration 
to long term memory and our approach 
to learning helps ensure that pupils know 
and remember the content they have 
been taught. This is achieved in part by 
spaced recalls and quizzes across the year 
– we call these Arrrghs! because at 
Lothersdale we learn Pirate Fashion!

Pirate Fashion is a way to help the 
children understand why we quiz them on 
things they learned weeks or even months 
before. We stress to the children that real 
learning is when something becomes fixed 
in their long term memory and they don’t 
have to think hard, using their working 
memory, to find an answer.



We stress to the children that the 
harder or more often they think 
about something, the greater 
chance it will become embedded 
in their long term memory. This 
frees up their working memory 
to perform other tasks. 
Completing Arrrghs! helps 
embed knowledge in the long 
term memory. 
Learning which is not revisited in 
this way can easily be forgotten.

What does this look 

like in Class 1?

Repeat, repeat, 

repeat!



The children…





• Out and About
• Beginning to learn stop, 

look, listen, think before we 
cross the road

• Behaviours modelled by Y6 
buddies

• Being curious about the 
natural world





Whole class & 
group work 

learning



Characteristics of Effective Learning







Rocket Phonics Daily Learning
grapheme-phoneme correspondence

blending for reading, segmenting for spelling
working at sound, word & sentence level



Love of reading

• Themed events throughout the year (Bedtime 
Story Day)

• Class and school library

• Curriculum with books at the centre

• Adults who share books and love reading stories

• Daily opportunities, time to share books, read 
and listen to stories

• Teddies and puppets

• POSITIVE ROLE MODELS



Writing
• Have a go!

• Letter formation

• Name writing

• Dough and clay – threading, small 
equipment, pincers, scissors, construction…

• Applying learnt phonics

• Segmenting to spell



Love of maths

• Counting, sorting, thinking, 
questioning, remembering, 
matching, checking, explaining, 
adding, subtracting, comparing, 
weighing, measuring, problem 
solving… 



Subitise - To automatically recognise a quantity (to 5) 
without counting.



Communication and Language
Physical Development

Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design




